


Diane Rich
Head of school

An organization’s mission drives 
its work, ideally succinctly 
capturing the spirit of a place while 
also providing a wide enough 
umbrella to allow for creativity and 
expansion. For instance:

“To alleviate pain and disease.”
- Johnson & Johnson

“To bring inspiration and 
innovation to every athlete in the 
world.” 
- Nike

“To solve problems.”
- 3M

The New England Association of 
Schools and Colleges (NEASC), 
our accrediting body, asks schools 
to re-examine their mission 
statement as the first step in their 
accreditation process. Does it still 
reflect the School’s purpose? Its 
actions? Does it need updating? 
This prompted us to look at our 
mission through fresh eyes.

A Letter from our  
Head of School 

What we know is that the core 
of RHCD has remained the same 
over the decades: we encourage 
every student to ‘know thyself,’ in 
every aspect of their being, and 
to be aware of the greater world 
in which they live. What felt new 
was the realization that this adage 
applies to all of us at RHCD, not 
just students. We strive to learn 
alongside each other, to explore, to 
experiment, to engage, to evolve. 
With those values in mind, we 
revised our mission: 

“Inspiring each 
other to discover 
our full selves and 
use our wisdom 
for good.”

In these pages that follow, you’ll 
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see evidence of us living our 
mission this year. We’ve inspired 
one another to not only keep 
plugging in this unpredictable, 
challenging year, but to stretch 
beyond our comfortable limits to 
discover new ways of teaching 
and learning than we had ever 
imagined. We’ve expanded our 
work in mindfulness and diversity, 
equity, and inclusion so that each 
of us continue to learn more 
about ourselves, and in so doing 
deepen our understanding of 
those around us. And with our 
greater knowledge of ourselves, 
our community, and our world, we 
endeavor to increase our positive 
impact on each of those.

I invite you to come along with us 
on our journey from inspiration to 
discovery to wisdom.

Sincerely,
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New Trustees 2021-2022

Board of Trustees 
2020-2021

Welcome Aboard:

Don McCaughey
President

Monica Boss
Vice President

Dr. Justine Johnson
Secretary

Steve Soscia
Treasurer

Dr. Elizabeth Allen
Jason Arabian
Mitch Edwards
Lauri Fine
Erica Gregg
Shawn Kerachsky
Alex Millard
Joan Osowa

530 Ives Road
East Greenwich, RI 02818

Rocky Hill Country day School does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, creed, color, gender, sexual 
orientation, age, handicap, or national or ethnic origin 
in the administration of its admissions, financial aid, 
employment, educational policies, or other school 
programs. 

We are pleased to welcome six new members 
to the Rocky Hill Country Day School Board of 
Trustees.

Scott Young 
Brian Dunckley 
Miguel Lara 
Michael Grady 
Brooke Brown

Departing Trustees 
A special thank you to our departing Trustees who 
have served on our Board. Jason Arabian, Monica 
Boss ‘91, Joan Osowa ‘96, and Steve Soscia 
‘11.  
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and let students find comfort in our 
outdoor classroom. We have and 
will continue to value our outdoor 
learning environment - perhaps 
lately more than ever. It is a place 
to find calm and instruction, a place 
to enjoy learning while having their 
perpetual minds be a bit more still.

As Brenna S. ‘28 put it, 
“Whether in the sun, 
or even in the rain, 
it’s always great to be 
outside. No matter 
what, we get outside 
every day, and we’re 
always learning!” p
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Learning outside 
is easier,” explains 
Calvin C. ‘29, 
“because the trees, 
the breeze, and the 
sound of the bay 
helps me think.”

Whether our students are 
experiencing the waterfront, 
exploring the Land of Fires Trail, 
or diving deeper into a moment 
while just being outside, RHCD has 

always extended the classroom 
beyond its walls. Commenting on 
her learning experience at Rocky 
Hill Country Day, Kinsey D. ‘32 
explained that “we take nature 
walks and look for animals in their 
habitats,” while Michael F. ‘33 
revealed, 

I love the outdoors, 
we learn outside in 
Science, P.E., and with 
other teachers, too!” 

It’s business as usual for students 
learning outdoors and as an 
educator, I do my best to instill a 
love of the natural environment 

“ “ “

Still 
Thinking 
Outside

O utdoor learning has long 
been a cornerstone of 
RHCD, and perhaps more 

than ever is necessary for restoring 
a healthy balance to the lives of our 
students. Students everywhere are 
seeing their normal ideas of school 
life being turned upside down 
and inside out. Just over a year 
ago we never used phrases like 
“distance learning,” “synchronous 
learning,” “teaching pods,” etc. 
However, at Rocky Hill Country 
Day, one variable did not change 
because of the pandemic. In fact, 
it was already in place - the use of 
outdoor classrooms. It appears that 
the uninterrupted flow of nature as 
part of our classroom experience 
has become more prominent during 
the past year.

Eric Wyzga
Lower School 
Science

Calvin C. ‘29

Kinsey D. ‘32

Michael F. ‘33

Brenna S. ‘28

Wisdom, 
Inspiration, 
Living the 
Mission

I N S P I R E



Special FY21 
Development 
Highlights
• our Parent Teacher League 

Leadership team reached 
100% participation

• reached 90% faculty/
staff participation which 
is a 23% increase from last 
year

• our alumni doubled their 
participation with the 
classes of 1940s-1960s 
achieving  the most dollars 
raised and the 1970s 
reaching the highest 
participation for a decade

• our parent participation 
increased by 25% and our 
grandparent participation 
also increased over last 
year

• our alumni scholarship 
fund reached the $25,000 
endowment level

• we are proud to have over 
400 donors to date to our 
Rocky Hill Fund this year, 
welcomed 71 new donors 
and welcomed back 165 
donors who had not given 
in recent years

Let’s finish the year strong!. We 
still have time until the close of our 
school year on June 30th. We faced 
challenges this year and couldn’t 
enjoy the in person interaction that 
makes our community special. But 
we still demonstrated our pride and 
determination. Join us by making a 
gift at rockyhill.org/giving day.

On behalf of the students, faculty 
and staff, thank you to all our 
dedicated donors for always being 
there and supporting us.

Gratitude, 
Generosity, 
and Pride

Giving Day 2021

I N S P I R E
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Thanks to our 
incredible community, 
285 donors raised 
more than $111,000 
during our RHCD 
Giving Day 2021.

Challenges were met and 
experiences were shared across 
our campus and beyond during 
21 hours of programming and 
social media buzz. We showed our 
gratitude. Our pride came through 
loud and clear. Visit 
rockyhill.org/givingday to enjoy the 
videos and photos from the day.

Patricia McLaughlin
Asst. Head
of School for
Advancement



W ords have the ability 
to inspire, influence, 
and change the 

world around us. Inspiration, the 
root of this three-part pathway 
to new ideas, is a cycle with no 
one beginning or end. Something 
inspires us, we act, the action 
inspires others, and the cycle 
repeats.

This cycle of inspiration flourished 
in the library this past year. When 
I started Storytime with Mrs. G, 
a virtual opportunity for Lower 
School students to connect over 
books during distance learning, it 
was in part inspired by the many 
times in my life when I connected 
with others and navigated 
unfamiliar challenges through 
literature. I wanted my students 
to experience the power of books, 
connect with experiences and 
characters, and get to a point 
where they felt safe discussing 
shared experiences and feelings. 
Storytime with Mrs. G. participants 
embraced the experience and 
inspired me with their vulnerability, 
empathy, curiosity, and risk taking. 
When we returned to in-person 
learning this past fall, I knew the 
students were ready to take their 
book discussions to a new place 
and was motivated to start Read 
Woke book clubs which introduce 
students to diverse perspectives 
and experiences, and challenge 
them to explore the lives of others 
through books.

One of our most popular Read 
Woke titles was The Most Beautiful 
Thing by Kao Kalia Yang. This 
beautiful story of a Hmong refugee 
family inspired students to think 

about all they shared in common 
with people who have had very 
different life experiences and 
encouraged them to learn more 
about a fascinating culture.

Literature Inspires 
in Lower School

Wendy 
Gustavel
School 
Librarian

Isabelle G-W 
‘32

Library, 
DEI, 
Lower School

I felt I got new 
experiences and 
was shown the way 
other people live,” 
comments Isabelle 
G-W ‘32.

Isabelle joined our book club 
meeting with her family and they 
were inspired to do additional 
research about Hmong culture. 
Isabelle also recognized that like 
the main character she too found 
beauty in simple things like a 
grandmother’s smile.  

As our Lower School readers 
continue to explore diverse 
experiences and connect through 
shared literacy activities, I am 
confident that the cycle of 
inspiration will continue.
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“I n unprecedented times, 
educators must meet the social 
emotional needs of the student 

and ensure their wellbeing is 
fostered in an intentional way. With 
Upper School students coming on 
campus on “alt days,” and their 
time structured in two-hour blocks, 
an alternative, robust approach 
to social emotional learning (SEL) 
was required during their Seminar 
periods. This year’s Upper School 
Mindfulness programs came from 
the Choose Love Movement, a 
nonprofit that provides free SEL 
programs founded upon courage, 
gratitude, forgiveness, and 
compassion-in-action. 

Choose 
Love

Employing a program designed 
for students returning to 
campus during COVID-19, we 
developed a mindful community 
based on trust and support. 
Circle shares, where students 
gathered in extended groups, 
fostered solidarity as each 
individual expressed their 
feelings, being as vulnerable as 
they felt comfortable. Students 
then took mindful walks around 
campus, sharing feelings with 
peers, and finding strength and 
commonality in their discussions. 
Positive journaling also helped 
students to find silver linings, 
discovering they were hiking and 
cycling more, and appreciating 
the family and friends they were 
unable to see, leading to deeper 
connections once the world 
reopens. 

I N S P I R E
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Traci Fairchild
Director of Counseling and 
Wellness

Inspiration, Mindfulness



D espite the restrictions of the past 
year, certain elements of life had to 
continue in a reimagined light. 

One of those situations was Seniors 
researching colleges from behind a 
computer screen, and as this discussion 
between Tara Dowling, Director of 
College Counseling, and Preston S. ‘22 
demonstrates, it was also a journey of self-
discovery. 

TD: Let’s talk about words: “All 
content is created and curated 
by someone for an audience.” 
Words you read on websites, 
etc. and ultimately the words 
you will write about yourselves. 
Thoughts?

PS: Stepping back and checking if 
the website has a reason to sway 
you is critical. Even just noticing 
the tone when you read it aloud 
can be a giveaway that it is trying 
to convince you rather than be 
informational. 

TD: In Junior Seminar, you had 
a grounding in self-awareness, 
being vulnerable and authentic. 
Do you feel you have a handle 
on who you are as a result? 

PS:  I learned a lot about myself. 
We focused on reflecting to portray 
the best you, as well as an honest 
you. Before college seminar I hadn’t 
thought about whether a college 
was a good fit for me or not. I also 
didn’t know what I wanted to 
major in, but found that I would be 
good at communications, which I 
had never even considered before. 
Most importantly I know my own 
strengths and limitations better 
than before.

TD: In the absence of visits by 
college reps, and trips to college 
campuses, you had to rely on 
websites and virtual tours. Can 
you talk about this experience?

PS: The lack of physical events 
was challenging. Not only because 
you couldn’t visit a campus, but 
also because you couldn’t attend 
college fairs. The ability to ask a 
real person about their experiences, 
to tell them something about 
yourself, or even to get a little 
college swag. We dealt with that 
by increasing information gathering 
skills from college websites, and 
learning about different tours, as 
well as hosting virtual fairs.

TD: Do you think you will be 
able to make good decisions 
about college?

PS: Learning how to adapt as far 
as college research is concerned 
has been a challenge, but not one 
without solutions. Rather than 
focus on the SAT, we focused on 
other aspects of preparing our 
portfolios so that we are ready to 
act quickly when it’s time to apply.

The College 
Search and 
Self-Discovery 
During 
COVID-19

Tara Dowling
Director 
of College 
Counseling

Preston S. ‘22

Inspiration
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W e started the fall term of 2020 with so 
many questions about what athletics 
would be. We cautiously tiptoed into 

preseason, not knowing what practices or games 
could even look like, but with conviction that we 
would approach the challenge with Resiliency, Effort, 
and Pride. It wasn’t always pretty. There were days 
where we missed the mark, where we weren’t our 
best selves or the best teammates, days when what 
we had lost clouded our vision of what we were able 
to have. But there were more days, many more days, 
where we pushed forward The Mariner Way. 

Whether it was facing new opponents, or last-minute 
game and practice changes, or wearing a mask 
while running up and down the court, our student-
athletes rose to the occasion, led by our patient and 
fearless coaches.

I N S P I R E
p

ag
e 

 1
4

p
ag

e 
 1

5

I N S P I R E

Showing Mariner Pride

Athletics 
During a 
Pandemic

Resiliency
Effort
Pride

We are super excited 
and grateful to be 
back,” comments 
Boys Varsity Lacrosse 
captain, Drew T. 
‘22. “We were 
disappointed that we 
didn’t get our season 
last year, but we’re 
ready to go.” 

“

“

Girls Varsity Soccer 
goalkeeper, Ju’elle 
West, ‘24: “It is my first 
year here, and it was 
a strange year. I am 
really happy we got to 
have a soccer season. 
I can’t wait for next 
year!”

We already have our eye on fall 
preseason 2021, optimistically 
planning for Homecoming, middle 
school competitions, and meeting 
old rivals again.  The resiliency 
that we’ve cultivated this year will 
fuel our programs forward and 
the memories, albeit somewhat 
strange, will serve as a reminder of 
the effort and pride.
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Protectors  
of Our Past

I n the winter of 2020, 4th grade 
embarked on a journey to 
preserve our School’s history. 

Over several months, they unboxed 
documents, photos, and artifacts 
dating as far back as the 1890s. 
Their goal was simple: preserve, 
protect, and share this history 
with others. But what began as 
a project to organize the School’s 
archives evolved into an exploration 
of legacy, and how legacies shape 
who we are and who we become. 
4th grade named the project 
“Protectors of Our Past.”

The students discovered the 
legacies of countless community 
members who gifted us with the 
teaching and learning culture 
that shape who we are. Faith B. 
‘29 learned of a certain Mr. and 
Mrs. Crosspatch. “They were 
two screech owls adopted by 
Nathan and Lillian Hale in 1954,” 

she explains, “and they lived in 
Hopelands!”

However, it was recognizing 
Nathan and Lillian Hale’s belief 
in using nature as a classroom 
that allowed us to gain a deeper 
understanding of their legacies to 
our School. Finn K. ‘29 put a finer 
point on it when he noted,

Without the Hales we 
probably wouldn’t be 
here on this campus. 
We’re lucky they 
were!”

The students developed a website, 
timeline, archive library, and book 
that they presented to a group of 

Charlie 
Laurent with 
4th Grade 

Discover

guests representing the School 
constituencies. Rocky Hill alumnae 
Sarah Hall Siskin ‘78 commented, 
“You guys are the school’s heroes 
today!”, while Patricia McLaughlin, 
Assistant Head of School for 
Advancement, added, “You are the 
protectors of our past! You’ve taken 
us on a beautiful journey.”

From Dorothy Marshall, a strong 
and determined educator founding 
Rocky Hill in a classroom in the 
Cowesett Elementary School 
Building in 1934, to the Hales 
and their dream of a school that 
celebrated the waterfront as much 
as the classroom, our School is a 
treasure passed down from our 
predecessors.

Perhaps it was summed-up best by 
Sienna K. ’29.

 

We would not be here 
today without Dorothy 
Marshall. Maybe, we 
would still be based 
in Howland Hall if it 
wasn’t for Nathan and 
Lillian Hale. History 
like that shapes the 
future.”

It is safe to say that this group of 
4th grade students, through their 
commitment and hard work, have 
begun to leave their legacy to our 
school. The future is bright indeed.

4th Grade Students 
“Protectors of our Past” 

Isabel A. ‘29
Faith B. ‘29
Calvin C. ‘29
Madison G. ‘29
Finnley K. ‘29
Sienna K. ‘29
Saiyli L. ‘29
Harrison L. ‘29 
Jamison L. ‘29 
Alexandra M. ‘29 
Olivia M. ‘29 
Orrin P. ‘29 
Katharine P. ‘29 
Lauren W. ‘29 
Lucy W. ‘29

“

“



Alumni 
Letter of 
Thanks to the 
‘Protectors  
of our Past’
To our 4th grade Friends:
 
Hello from the RHCD Alumni 
Association Board! We’ve heard 
that you have been researching the 
school’s history, including alumni, 
this year… how exciting! Rocky 
Hill has been a school since 1934 
(or as we learned during your 
presentation, 1936!!) and every 
year people graduate and become 
alumni of the school. That means 
there are a lot of Rocky Hill alumni 
out there in the world- including 
us! And someday you’ll be “alums,” 
too. 
 
There are seventeen of us on 
the Alumni Association Board 
and we range in graduation year 
from 1978 to 2012. Some of us 
are teachers, artists, lawyers, 
sailors, doctors – our professions 
and hobbies are diverse! But 
as different as we are from one 
another, we all share the same 
pride in our Rocky Hill education – 
and our enthusiasm and gratitude 
for your very ambitious research 
project. 
 
Thank you for sharing your work 
with us – we are very impressed! 
Way to go, Grade 4!  

 
Your Friends, 
The Rocky Hill Country Day 
School Alumni Association Board 

D I S C O V E R
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Josh Dubs ‘00

Mrs. Dumas, 1978 with sons 
Troy ‘07 and Tory ‘10

Maria Charbonneau Danckert ‘12

Kristin McLimans- 
Mitchell ’02

Sarah Knowles ‘08

Sally Kenyon Grant, ‘87

Lauren 
Friedman 

Koblick ‘02

After 4th grade had 
processed the archives 
and established an 
understanding of the 
School’s history, the 
students worked in 
groups to create project 
deliverables. While one 
group developed a plan 
for a dedicated archives 
library in the Carriage 
House, another wrote 
a book recounting the 
history of the school. 
The third group created 
a timeline to outline 
significant moments in 
our past. This interactive 
piece covers the period 
1934 to the present, and 
includes 52 slides. These 
are just some examples 
and highlights.

Fourth Grade website 
dedicated to the history of 
RHCD!

1935

1955

1979

2013

1948

1967

2004
4th Grade class 
surprised their 
Zoom guest with 
pictures from her 
Rocky Hill past!
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T his year, Think Outside took 
on a whole new meaning 
in the Upper School. When 

designing a schedule to work 
within pandemic recommendations, 
we looked at research not just 
around air droplets and ventilation, 
but also around best practices 
in education. We seized the 
opportunity to create a truly unique 
schedule with “modified intensives” 
in which students engage with 
fewer courses at a time more 
intensely. While we are eager to let 
go of many elements of this year’s 
schedule, the inspiration from 
modified intensives will remain 
with us as we continue to prepare 
students for rigorous course work 
and careers ahead. Students and 
teachers noticed more meaningful 
homework as time was divided 
between 2-3 subjects each night 
rather than 6, and the depth of 
understanding was prioritized over 
speed. While research points to 
this trend, feeling this ourselves in 
the midst of a pandemic has been 
inspiring. 

Student input was important, and 
through an anonymous survey 
we gathered responses to help us 
understand the effectiveness of 
intensives. Two read:

For next year, the schedule will be 
more balanced with a greater sense 
of “normalcy” while maintaining an 
intensive model in which students 
focus on 3-4 courses at a time. This 
structural shift allows us to live into 
inquiry based learning more fully 
and to continue to Think Outside. 

Brady 
Wheatley
Upper School 
Division Head

Discover

Inspired by Amanda Gorman and 
fellow contemporary spoken word 
poets, sophomore English students 
composed their own powerful 
messages to alert, uplift, and 
strengthen.

Resolve and 
Resolution:

Growth 
Through 
Awakening 
and 
Reckoning

An Apology: I’m Sorry I Run the 
Banks    
Isabel G. ‘23

That We have the nerve to call 
ourselves the chosen ones,
When it seems every single time 
something goes wrong, 
We are chosen to blame,

Is truly abhorrent.     

I dare you to drown in the tears that 
we shed
So you can know how it feels 
to keep your head above water

For three-thousand years.

Where is the Love?                                                                                     
Almanny N. ‘23 

We are falling into an endless pit of 
despair 
And we don’t seem to care
Because all we ever do is find ways 
to divide.
We are taking apart
The pieces of the puzzle that make 
Our world!
We need to realize that we are all 
human,
No matter our race, religion, or 
politics. 
The puzzle we call “Life on Earth”
Was never, 
Will never, 
Be perfect.
But we must never 
Forget that through unity,
We can strive to find the missing 
pieces.
We can find peace in the pieces we 
are looking for 
And the only thing that keeps us 
and the pieces united is… 
Love.

Mangosong                                                                                             
Giancarlo D. ‘23

Transliterated into Ilocano from the 
Spanish Mañoso,
Meaning tricky, but clever and 
cunning.

My mother’s maiden name, passed 
down from her father, from his 
father, and his,
Tracing all the way back 
patrilineally to a distant 
conquistador 
Lost to the sea of oral tradition.
 
Though this connection was 
severed,
Existing only as a specter, haunting 
my mother’s family
Waiting
In the cracks
Until my mother married a white 
man.

Dear Senators,
Genevieve B. ‘23

I’m only a high school sophomore, 
but I’ve done my reading, 
And I’ve done my research. 
Because I have to justify my 
existence through scientific 
evidence 
Because unless it’s said with 
eloquence, my own experience is 
meaningless.
Because no matter how much we 
try, to justify, and testify
People still ask us why 
we would want to change our lives 
for the better.

But this is a hearing about school 
sports, right?

No. 
No, it is not.

Senators,

Have you ever listened?

D I S C O V E R D I S C O V E R
p

ag
e 

 2
0

p
ag

e 
 2

1

I can focus on 
something better in 
class due to longer 
time to get into the 
zone”

“
I really like the intensive model. 
With a normal schedule, it can be a 
little jarring to have to switch your 
brain from STEM mode back to 
language to art and back again so 
frequently throughout the day,so 
it’s easier to get into a workflow.”

“



During 20-21, RHCD updated technology hardware, 
software, and school filtration systems in order to 
support Remote Learning. This included leveraging 
innovative camera, speaker, and microphone 
products like OWLs to conduct indoor and outdoor 
classes, adding external webcams for administrators 
and the arts department, and incorporating fans, air 
filters, health gear and masks to optimize safety for 
all Mariners.

OWLs
Used as camera, speaker and 

microphone to conduct remote 
classes.

Zoom
Licensing for teaching faculty and 

administrative staff.

Fans, Air Filters
Physical items to support hybrid 

learning.

Edpuzzle
For virtual learning through video 

guided questions.

Health Gear and Masks
Physical items to support hybrid 

learning.

PearDeck
For interactive virtual 

presentations.

Seesaw
To enhance lower school 
classroom connectivity  

virtually.

Illustration by stories / Freepik

Google Classroom
To manage and structure classes 

and schedules virtually.

Tech 
Infographic 
20-21
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Financial 
Literacy in 
Middle School

A t Rocky Hill Country Day, 
we not only serve our 
students in the present, 

but provide them with skills to last 
a lifetime. Growing up, my father 
taught me about the value of 
money, learning how to make my 
savings grow. Inspired by these 
experiences, I created two projects 
to introduce and then reinforce 
financial literacy in the Middle 
School.  

Beginning in 6th grade, students 
participate in the “shopping 
project.” Using a hypothetical 

Theresa 
Conroy
Middle School 
Math

Wisdom, 
Middle School

In the midst of an 
economic downturn, 
I wanted students 
to understand the 
difference between 
financial expectation 
and financial reality. 
Not only did the 
students develop an 
understanding of how 
money really works, 
they came to see the 
adults in their lives in  
a new light. 

budget of $400, students learn 
about sales tax, how to write 
checks, and develop a spending 
plan. 

These lessons are reintroduced 
in the 8th grade through the 
“When I’m Big” PBL. Students 
are shown the practicalities of 
money by developing monthly 
budgets, understanding taxes, 
and “making payments” on credit 
loans. They also learn the financial 
responsibilities of finding an 
apartment and a job that supports 
these needs. 

“



Behind the creation of design-based 
concepts, such as buildings and bridges, is 
a multi-stage process for creative problem 
solving known as design thinking. 

Design Thinking
Innovation Problem 

Solving 
and 
Discovery 
in Lower 
School

Natalie Joseph
Third Grade

Thinking 
Outside,
Lower School O riginally developed to help 

large companies create 
innovative solutions, 

design thinking urges students 
to shift their mindset and reframe 
their thoughts to bring them closer 
to a solution. Following a socio-
geographic study of the Northeast, 
Eric Wyzga’s 3rd grade students 
learned about the Empire State 
Building. To facilitate an engaging 
and hands-on summation, students 
experimented with ways to build 
their own “free-standing” structure, 
despite many not thinking they 
would be able to achieve such a 
feat. The students were challenged 

to reframe their mindset before 
being given a range of household 
building items (including popsicle 
sticks and clothespins), with 
instructions that the structure must 
be free-standing, at least 18 inches 
tall, and only use the materials 
provided. 

As the 3rd grade so aptly 
demonstrated, design thinking 
neatly fits our institutional model 
to “Think Outside,” allowing us to 
form an engaging, interdisciplinary 
approach that reflects our unique 
culture at Rocky Hill Country Day 
School. 
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A dversity amidst massive 
disruption to the status 
quo often produces the 

most valuable innovations. In this 
year like no other, a question drove 
us all: 

How might we 
deliver exceptional 
experiences for all 
of our stakeholders 
within unimaginable 
constraints, at 
breakneck and 
unrelenting rates of 
change? 

Mining these challenges for the 
gifts they present takes critical 
thinking, empathy, a collaborative 
mindset, comfort with ambiguity, 
value-spotting, and a fearless 
willingness to be moved in new 
directions, grounded in new 

understandings, where we might 
be less certain of the outcome.
 
Today, more than ever at RHCD, 
stakeholders are engaged in 
creating a culture of innovation. 
This mindset, given the opportunity 
to thrive, is contagious, liberating, 
and enlightening. Picture any 
School community member, and 
you will see an innovator who has 
re-tooled, re-designed, re-learned, 
or unlearned. From the new PTL 

Necessity 
is the 
Mother of 
Invention

Meg Stowe
Director of 
Innovation

Discover
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formats connecting our community, 
to the Upper School’s redesigned 
Seminar course prioritizing the 
social-emotional experiences of our 
students, more physical activity, 
DEI education, and mindfulness 
practice, to our expansive use of 
campus space, to the re-imagined 
Hack for Global Good virtual design 
sprint, to the creative methods 
engineered by our dedicated food 
service staff, the evidence of our 
culture of innovation is everywhere.



Spring 2021: 

• Offered community events 
with Ibram X. Kendi

• PTL Hosted Parent 
Discussion Series on DEI

• Students, faculty, parents, 
and trustees participated 
in the Pollyanna Diversity 
Conference

• Hired new Director 
of Diversity, Equity & 
Belonging Michelle Jones 

• Hiring for 21-22 
increased representation 
of historically 
underrepresented identities 
among faculty and 
administrators 

Winter 2020: 

• Formalized DEI Action 
Steps

• Launched DEI webpage
• Students and faculty 

participated in AISNE 
Diversity Conferences

• Begun ‘Read Woke Book 
Club’ for students and 
families

Fall 2020: 

• Institutionalized an official 
DEI Committee

• DEI Curriculum 
Subcommittee led 
workshop on further 
enfolding equity related 
topics into curriculum

• Conducted AIM Climate 
Survey on Multiculturalism 
and Inclusivity 

Summer 2020: 

• Established DEI Action 
Steps

• Held book discussions on 
So You Want to Talk About 
Race for faculty and staff

DEI Action 
Steps
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2020-2021

Upon her retirement, Holly Cotta 
reflects on three decades at 
Rocky Hill Country Day School 
and evaluates the impact, past 
and present, of her greatest 
legacy: The Academic Center for 
Enrichment.

T he Academic Center for 
Enrichment (ACE Program) 
began in 1994 as The 

Better Learning Center under the 
direction and leadership of Holly 
Cotta. At its inception, the Center 
was open two days per week, 
housed in a room in the Carriage 
House Library, and designed as 
a pull-out curriculum for students 
in grades 6-12 who had learning 
differences or needed extra 
support. Since then, the program 
has grown to four full-time 
teachers, serving grades K-12, and 
moved to its current home on the 
second floor of the ACE Building, 
with a Lower School classroom in 
Perkins.

ACE has also reached into the 
classroom by collaborating with 
teachers to utilize accommodations, 
differentiate instruction, and 
support all students. It has provided 
workshops for faculty, as well as 
coffees and events to help educate 
the broader community. As part 
of an independent study, then-
Senior Nicole Jourabchi ‘17 served 
as an example to younger ACE 
students through open discussions 
at ice cream socials, regular 
read alouds to Lower School 
students, development of an ACE 
art exhibit, and education of the 
broader community about learning 
differences.

Academic Center for Enrichment:

How it Began, What it 
Achieved, and How it Will 
Shape the Future of the 
School

According to Jonah L. ‘22, “ACE has 
impacted my education because 
the teachers are always available 
for help and teach us how to 
self-advocate. The environment is 
less like a classroom and more like 
home.”

In the past, the program has taught 
a 6th grade study skills class. Now, 
ACE provides regular testing in the 
Lower School, offers 6th and 7th 
grade literacy classes in lieu of a 
world language, and learning skills 
sessions to the 9th and 10th grade 
Seminar classes.

Through our Embedded 
Entrepreneurs program in 2020-21, 
the ACE program partnered with 
Mindprint, a new company offering 
formative cognitive assessments, 
and tested all ACE students. 
Exemplifying the school’s motto 
of Know Thyself, this assessment 
demonstrates how and why a 
student best learns and provides 
strategies to leverage strengths in 
learning.

ACE will continue after I retire and 
is poised to introduce the Mindprint 
assessment in a class in each 
division next year. The program will 
continue its evolution by combining 
brain research with educational 
practices.
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Looking forward to sharing more
DEI Action Steps in Fall 2021.



W I S D O M

R etirement allows us to take 
stock, and when I leave 
Rocky Hill Country Day 

School this summer, it not only sees 
the conclusion of 15 wonderful 
years on the shores of Narragansett 
Bay, but an opportunity to reflect 
on the legacy and impact of almost 
25 years in the classroom. That 
is why I have joined forces with 
a student I taught for two years, 
Jillian Pogacar ‘25, to test how true 
these reflections are. 

Education never stops evolving. As 
the world changes, so does human 
thinking. By extension, what we 
convey in the classroom, and how 
we do so, also changes. The key, 
therefore, to being an educator is 
to never stop learning, and to be 
flexible in all situations, because 
our job is to serve the student, not 
a pre-existing schedule or pre-held 
notion.

“Good teachers,” comments 

Pogacar, “take each student into 
consideration and from there they 
develop a lesson plan, even if it 
has to change last minute. Even 
during Zoom lessons, I felt I got the 
same attention and support as in 
the classroom. This means good 
teachers are also creative, since 
they encourage students to enjoy 
different ways of learning.”

Outside the classroom, it is 
important to seek out and respect 
a colleague’s advice and opinions, 
and be open to new ideas, be their 
champion, because when one of 
us succeeds, we all do. Perhaps 
most importantly of all, remember 
to listen carefully to your students’ 
thoughts and ideas, and be sure 
they know you are their biggest 
fan. Having faith in their abilities 
and reassuring them that they will 
accomplish their goals becomes a 
model of hard work, perseverance, 
and, ultimately, tools that will last a 
lifetime.

Jody Cicchese
Middle School 
Social
Science & 
English

Jillian P. ‘25

Education, 
Impact

When I think about 
Rocky Hill,” concludes 
Pogacar, “I think 
about how we have a 
community, and one 
that is helped by our 
teachers. I know my 
teachers, they know 
me, and I know that 
they have my interests 
at heart. When I 
eventually leave for 
college, it is this sense 
of community that will 
come with me.”
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“
Reflections 
on Legacy

What I’ve Learned  
as an Educator:



2020-2021 

PTL Leadership
Executive Board

President: 
Kristen Connell 
Vice President: 
Kimberly Izzi  
Treasurer: 
Erin Reedy  
Secretary: 
Justine Caldwell  
Immediate Past President: 
Julie Hayes

Divisional Representatives

Lower School: 
Jill Osowa Millard ‘94
Middle School: 
Open Position
Upper School: 
Julie Hayes  

Class Representatives

Nursery/Pre-K: Allison Kettlety  
Kindergarten: Justine Caldwell  
1st: Carolyn Gnirke  
2nd: Melissa Edelmann & Kristin McLimans  
Mitchell ‘02
3rd: Suzanne Duncan  
4th: Allison Kettlety & Kerrie Bowater  
5th: Christie Rishworth & Kristen Barber 
Hinson ‘93
6th: Kara McKamey  
7th: Kristen Samponaro & Tracy Ruzzo  
8th: Catherine Moran & Elizabeth Allen 
9th: Open Position
10th: Sophia Beland  
11th:  Kimberly Izzi  
12th: Lia DiLeonardo Lehouiller ‘90

From the PTL 

Dear Families,

As we hit the home stretch of the 2020-2021 school year, a year like no 
other, I want to thank you all for your determined effort to find ways to 
stay connected and build community.

After a 2020 spring of virtual meet-ups, tribute videos, car parades, 
and even a drive-in movie, we kicked off this school year with parent 
volunteers decorating our campus with festive balloons and signs to 
welcome back everyone. And while we couldn’t gather on campus, we 
held regular divisional and schoolwide meetings for parents to stay up to 
speed on Rocky Hill happenings. 

Across the grades, parent volunteers organized a variety of safe events, 
including Halloween treats, a Thanksgiving vacation kick-off, gift 
exchanges, Valentine’s Day celebrations, Senior Class recognition, Lunar 
New Year greetings, outdoor playdates, and assorted virtual parents’ 
nights out. We also brought parents together for a virtual cocktail party, 
and socially distanced, masked walks in Goddard Park.

I’m especially proud of a parent discussion series we launched this year to 
discuss diversity, equity, and inclusion, as well as issues surrounding race 
and identity. Many parents have joined to listen, share their voices, and 
truly get to know one another. I look forward to seeing it continue to grow 
next year. 

My personal motto for our Parent Teacher League is “you belong here,” 
inspired by a piece of art by Tavares Strachan. I hope that everyone feels 
that sense of belonging, and thank you for your continued efforts to make 
ours an inclusive, warm, and welcoming community, no matter how we 
gather. 

Kristen Connell,
2019-2021 PTL President
Parent of Skye ‘24
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We are proud to celebrate our current students who had a 
parent attend Rocky Hill.

Legacy 
Families

Dimitrios D. ‘22 Alex H. ‘28 Daly J. ‘33

Abigail M. ‘27 Audrey M. ‘31

Mackenzie C. ‘24

Nicholas M. ‘31

Jake K. ‘24 Alexander L. ‘24 Dylan L. ‘21 Luke L. ‘26

William M. ‘30

Edward S. ‘31 Juliana S. ‘30 Thomas S. ‘31

2020-2021 

Rocky Hill Fund 
Committee

Parent Co-Chairs
Nici and Mike Lanowy 
Láura and Carlos Vares 

Alumni Chair
Sally Kenyon Grant ‘87 

Grandparent Chairs
Joan and Jack Osowa 

Faculty/Staff Co-Chairs
Jody Cicchese
Stephanie Cruff
Meg Getsinger



New 
Faculty 
and Staff
Rocky Hill Country Day School welcomed 
10 new faculty and staff members in the 
2020-21 year.

George Briggs - Upper 
School - English 
Shirlee Fleet - Controller
Sarah Flynn - Admissions 
Associate 
Ian Green - Upper School 
History Department Head
Aquila Harper - Community 
Curriculum Teacher
Christine La Make - Staff 
Accountant
Patricia McLaughlin - 
Asst. Head of School for 
Advancement
Biannette Pichardo - Social 
Media Specialist
Jared Ross - Advancement 
Associate
Ariana Viola - Middle 
School and Upper School 
Mathematics    

• Belinda Snyman, US School 
English - English Teacher

• Michael Lawson, Business Office 
- Business Office, Student Billing

• Traci Fairchild, Mindfulness 
- Director of Counseling and 
Wellness

• Pamela Matson, US Science - 
Science Department Chair

Faculty 
and Staff 
Milestones
Each year we recognize those faculty and 
staff whose years of service reach a five-
year milestone. In 2020-2021 the following 
individuals are recognized:
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Faculty & Staff 
Highlights: 

Patty Mott: 
Masters in Early Childhood 
Studies from Walden University 
- July 2020

Wendy Gustavel:
Published in edutopia “Keeping 
Story Time Alive in the 
Pandemic” - January 2020

• Michael Chatterley, Upper 
School Ceramics    

• Meghan Getsinger, Visual Arts - 
Visual Arts Department Chair

• Kurt Heise, US Social Studies - 
Social Studies Teacher

• Charlotte Buecheler, US English 
- English Teacher

• Missy Walker, Development 
- Associate Director of 
Development
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In January, RHCD launched the Golden Compass, 
a peer-nominated recognition program that 
celebrates the efforts of faculty and staff in making 
our School the place that we know and love. 
Running in two week cycles, Compass holders 
nominate those who will inherit the recognition 
next, before visiting that individual and delivering 
the Compass in person. Our inaugural holders 
were Dan Shaker (IT), and Tim Greenwood (Middle 
School), who subsequently nominated Theresa 
Conroy (Middle School), and Patty Pontarelli 
(Lower School Division Head), respectively.

Recipients list to date:
• Dan Shaker (IT)
• Tim Greenwood (Middle School)
• Amy Laurent (Lower School)
• Jody Cicchese (Middle School)
• Ariana Viola (MS and US math)
• Wendy Gustavel (library)
• Whitney Barker (ACE)
• Jorge Guerrero (Housekeeping)

Golden Compass: 
RHCD Community Leading  
the Way

Maria Abregu, US Spanish 
Teacher, 2018-2021 
Joshua Carr, Director of Plant 
Operations, 2020-2021 
Dave Carter, Plant Operations 
Specialist, 1987-2021 
Holly Cotta, Director, 
Academic Center of 
Achievement, 1984-2021 
Jody Cicchese, MS Social 
Studies Department Chair, 
2004-2021 
Tara Dowling, Director of 
College Counseling, 2015-
2021
Rob Lee, Upper School Social 
Sciences, 2007 – 2021
Patricia Pontarelli, Lower 
School Division Head, 2000-
2021 
Elena Rich, Dean of Students, 
2013-2021 

Fond Farewells
We wished a fond farewell to 
the following faculty and staff 
members who went on to new 
adventures and professional 
opportunities.



“Faithfully putting the needs of 
young children at the forefront of 
every conversation and decision, 
Patty has led the Lower School 
with care and with compassion. I 
am honored to have known Patty 
and her wonderful family for much 
of my many years at RHCD, having 
taught her children Sarah and Will 
and worked and laughed with her 
husband, Jim. - Michael Jedrey, 
Middle School Division Head

“A peaceful song, the smell of 
citrus, and a smile are only pieces 
of what Patty has brought to 
Lower School. She cares for the 
children and her faculty endlessly, 
and her dedication and warmth 
show in each interaction with 
students and colleagues. We’ll 
miss her dearly, but her legacy 
will certainly carry on.” - Caity 
MacDonald, Head of Lower School 
Elect  
 

“Patty approaches every encounter 
with a desire to understand and 
support each of us. She generously 
offers thoughtful questions, 
inquisitive listening, and respectful 
dialogue. Patty is a colleague to 
whom we can bring our full selves 
with confidence that she will care 
for us with as much compassion 
as she does with her students.” 
- Brady Wheatley, Upper School 
Division Head

“ ‘Good Morning Lower School 
Friends!’ - the routinely familiar, 
warm, and inviting words Patty 
would use to greet excited 
students each day. Her kindness 
swept the halls of Perkins, 
radiating as each and every day 
to ensure each and every student 
was supported, nurtured, engaged, 
and happy.  Patty’s strong, sweet 
and steadfast love for her students 
will always be in the fabric of 
RHCD.” - Kristin Mitchell (Parent/
Colleague)”

A fter 21 years as First 
Grade teacher and Lower 
School Division Head, 

Patty Pontarelli will retire this June. 
While this news is met with mixed 
emotions, we wish Patty every 
happiness as she embarks on a life 
filled with rich experiences, and in 
particular spending time with her 
new grandbaby! As we celebrate 
an incredible legacy, what follows 
are just a few thoughts from those 
who know Patty and have worked 
closely alongside her.

Celebrating 
Patty 
Pontarelli

Love, Laughter, Legacy: 

Inspiration | Lower School | Community | Celebration

Patty’s ability to see 
the beauty and gifts in 
each child makes her a 
remarkable educator. 
She truly sees and 
knows students, and 
isn’t that what each 
of us wants? She 
blends compassion 
and graciousness 
with spunk and, when 
necessary, a steely 
resolve, punctuated by 
her expansive sense of 
humor. A generation 
of young souls have 
been strengthened by 
knowing her!” 

- Diane Rich, Head of School 

To walk through Lower School 
is to feel the creative, nurturing, 
guiding spirit that Patty 
personifies. Patty has embodied 
the light and love that emanates 
from the Lower School. Her 
dedication, innate kindness, 
and warmth have embraced 
students, families, and colleagues 
throughout her tenure. I especially 
feel the richer for our twenty-
year collaboration--a gift of 
shared aspirations, learning, and 
laughter!” 

- Belinda Snyman, Upper School English

“ “
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O n Friday, June 12, 2020, 
Rocky Hill Country Day 
School celebrated the 

graduation of the Class of 2020 
in remarkable fashion. With the 
pandemic casting doubts over 
the likelihood of a traditional, 
in-person celebration, a solution 
was developed that not only 
allowed us all to get together, but 
kept attendees socially distanced 
through “podded” family groups on 
the lawn of Hopelands. 

The ceremony was live streamed, 
and included speeches from 
Head of School Diane Rich, Class 
President Elsa Block ‘20, and 
Class Speaker Christoff Bandele 
‘20. Class valedictorian was Sam 
Weiler ‘20. Many of the traditions 
of Commencement, including the 
Rose Ceremony, were also able to 
be held in the revised format.

As Diane Rich noted, “The seniors 
have had a journey like no other 
class before them. We are thrilled 
to be able to bring the class and 
their families together on the 
campus for a modified but in-
person celebration.”

Awards
• Rocky Hill Country Day 

School Lifer Award: Elsa 
Block, Pascale Burnett, 
Maxwell Lehouiller

• Rocky Hill Country Day 
School Alumni Athletic 
Award: Kobe Polley

• Dumas Family World 
Language Award: Rebecca 
Arabian

• Henry and Peggy Sharpe 
English Award: Sam Weiler

• Gregor/Coes Award in 
Mathematics: Benjamin 
Pogacar

• Dr. Richard R. MacMahon 
Science Award: Elsa Block

• Roberta Wintersteen 
Knight & History and 
Social Sciences Award: 
Rebecca Arabian

• Community Service 
Award: Neha Basu

• Flynn Award for 
Sportsmanship: Maxwell 
Lehouiller and Emma Stokes

• Howland Music Award: 
Neha Basu

• Lillian Boynton Hale Art: 
Olivia Massotti

• Richard S. Barker Sr. 
’54 Community Service 
Award: Kim Zito (RHCD 
parent)

• The M. Dorothy Young ‘48 
Award: Kobe Polley and 
Nicholas McConnell 

• The Providence Journal’s 
Honor Roll Scholarship 
Award: Elsa Block and 
Courtlandt Meyerson

• The William W. Mauran 
Bowl: Isabella Robinson

Commencement 
2020
Creating a Sense of Normalcy in Crisis
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Valedictorian 

Sam was a member of the 
School’s theater group, the 
Deckhands, and was a valued 
member of the School’s Diversity 
Club. As a junior, Sam was 
selected to serve on the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education’s 
2018-2019 Youth Advisory 
Board (YAB). Sam began 
attending Cornell University in 
the fall of 2020.

Richard S. Barker 
Sr. ‘54 Community 
Service Award

The Richard S. Barker, Sr. ’54 
Community Service Award is 
given in recognition of continuous 
support and significant service to 
the Rocky Hill Country Day School 
community. In 2020, we were 
pleased to present the award to 
Rocky Hill Country Day School 
parent Kim Zito. A dedicated 
volunteer and advocate for the 
School, Kim has donated countless 
hours of support for the School’s 
Athletic Boosters. Without her 
commitment, the beloved Galley 
would not be possible and her 
dedication to student athletes 
embodies The Mariner Way. 

Alumni Officers 
2019-2020

President
Elsa Block

Secretary
Rebecca 
Arabian

Vice President
Pascale Burnett

Class Speaker
Christoff 
Bandele

Treasurer
Nick McConnell
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Alumni Happy 
Hour & Trivia 
Night: May 2020

Our inaugural Virtual Alumni Happy 
Hour in May 2020, was a big 
success! Approximately 20 alumni 
spanning 1973 to 2012 from all 
over the country (RI, MA, NJ, FL, 
WI, CA), as well as Mexico hopped 
on--and off--the call to chat, 
reminisce, hear updates from Diane 
Rich, and even play a little trivia (do 
you know how many buildings are 
on campus or who the first Head 
was?). Thank you to Trixie Webber 
Dumas ‘81, Sam Dumas ‘79, and 
family for coming up with the fun 
questions and to Lauren Friedman 
Koblick ‘02 for spearheading the 
event and the photos. 

Alumni Mixology Class: 
Fall 2020

A virtual “cheers” was shared during the 
festive Alumni & Friends Mixology Class held 
in September 2020 on Zoom! Fun was had 
by all as guests crafted two fall cocktails in 
a class led by The Savory Grape. Attendees 
agreed to Apple Pumpkin Cider Moscow Mule 
would be a great cocktail (or mocktail) to serve 
at a future Alumni Event.

Breaking 

News

DEI Book Club 
Discussions: 
November 2020 & 
January 2021 

We held two alumni discussions 
on the book So you want to talk 
about race by Ijeoma Oluo and on 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion.

A group of alumni, faculty, and staff 
came together in two engaging 
sessions (thus far) to discuss 
concepts from the book, review 
current RHCD DEI initiatives, and 
work collaboratively on action 
steps to build off Oluo’s concluding 
chapter titled, “Talking is great, but 
what else can I do?”

Cooking Class: April 2021

Alumni, Parents, Students, Faculty, and staff joined 
alumna and author Polina Chesnakova ‘10 in April for 
a virtual cooking demo and book chat. Polina talked 
about her book and cooking, and showed attendees 
how to make one of her cheesy recipes from her 
cookbook Hot Cheese. The interactive evening was 
moderated by her classmate Chelsey Frost ‘10.

Alumni 
Virtual Events 
2020-2021

2020 – 2021 

Rocky Hill 
Country 
Day Alumni 
Board 
Members  

President
Maria Charbonneau Danckert ’12

Vice President
Kristin McLimans Mitchell ’02

Treasurer
Open 

Secretary
Sarah Knowles ’08

Immediate Past President
Lauren Friedman Koblick ’02

Board at Large
Lauren Marsh Bush ’02
Ernest “Remy” Corvese ’08
Josh Dubs ’01
Tory Dumas ’10
Trixie Webber Dumas ’81
Chelsea Frost ’10
Sally Kenyon Grant ’87
Phil Hackett ’10
Hannah Knowles ’08
Sarah Pontarelli ’07
Sarah Shaw Siskin ’78
Erica Santos ’11
Kristin Walberg Urbach ’87

2020 – 2021 

Alumni Class of 
2021 Officers

From the Alumni Association

Stay connected and get involved!

alumni@rockyhill.org

@RockyHillAlumniAssociation

@RockyHillCountryDay

RockyHillCountryDay 

Hello fellow alumni, 
 
I am honored to be Alumni Board President for the 2019-2021 tenure. The Alumni Board has 
faithfully served RHCD over the years and I am proud to be part of the team. 
 
RHCD faced challenges during the COVID-19 global pandemic and rose to each occasion 
with aplomb. Alumni, students, faculty, and staff committedly worked together to ensure 
RHCD continued to thrive during an unprecedented time – and thrive it did! RHCD continues 
to be a leader in our community for fostering intellectual curiosity, compassion, and character 
in its students. What a legacy! 
 
I recognize the impact RHCD had in my own life and I am deeply grateful for the solid 
foundation RHCD gives its students. I encourage you to remember the important role RHCD 
has played in your life; please consider support of our school with gifts of time, talent, and 
treasure. Join me in staying connected and involved with our community. It’s always good to 
be back at “The Hill”!  
 
My Best,

Maria
Maria Charbonneau Danckert ‘12
Alumni Board President 

President
Sara Laurent 

‘21

Vice President
Dylan 

Lehouiller ‘21

Secretary
Lucia Caito ‘21

Treasurer
Sarah 

Cunningham 
‘21



1970
 
Congratulations to our Giving Day 2021 
Alumni Decade Champion the Class of 
1970 as Participation Champion!

Doug Swann shares, “After coming 
through cancer for two years with 
radiation, chemotherapy, and two 
surgeries, we have left California and 
moved to Orlando, FL with our younger 
daughter and family. Our older daughter 
and family are leaving Texas and moving 
to Lakeland, FL this Spring. Praise God we 
are well and will all be together.” 

1979
 
Charlotte Pillsbury Wood shared that with 
the shift to remote working, they decided to 
sell their home in the San Francisco Bay Area 
and move back to their home in the Sierras. 
Charlotte continues to direct Marketing at 
Family Giving Tree and led the change to 
a more robust, yet friendly online giving 
platform to safely and successfully perform 
their work in the local communities during 
the lockdown. “Fortunately we finished the 
year in very good shape. This has not been 
the case for many nonprofits across the U.S.,” 
she says. “We were blessed in order to bless 
those hardest hit by the pandemic.” On the 
home front, she and David, who is teaching 
remotely at San Jose State, are enjoying 
having youngest son Dawson home studying 
remotely. Him, not so much!  Carson, now a 
U.S. Marine Corp officer, is beginning stage 
two of flight training in Corpus Christi, TX.

1971
 
Jonathan Hall is a few months away 
from retirement after a 45-year career 
as a biologist with New York State, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
consulting firms, and the Tulalip Tribes 
of Washington. He and his wife Joan 
reside on the shores of the Salish Sea 
(Puget Sound).

1975
 
Donna Tocco-Greenaway writes, 
“Bill and I took a road trip to Oregon 
to visit our daughter, Kara, who is 
in her final year of law school at 
the University of Oregon. Our son, 
Will is living in Puli, Taiwan, where 
he teaches at an International 
Baccalaureate school.”

Class 
Notes
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2002
 
Amanda Fernandes recently started a 
business called AJF Creations Co selling 
handmade items. 

Lauren Friedman Koblick is now a 
member of the Board of Directors for 
Central Florida Hillel at the University of 
Central Florida in Orlando, FL.

Ana Bess Moyer Bell was appointed 
Senior Advisor to Governor Dan McKee’s 
transition team following his succession to 
the position in March 2021. 

1993
 
Kristen Barber Hinson graduated with 
a Doctorate of Education in Educational 
Leadership. She shares, “My oldest son, 
Will, will be starting at Rocky Hill this fall 
as a 9th grader and I am so excited for 
him!” Will will join his brother Alex ‘28 at 
RHCD.

1996
 
In June 2020, Alicia Cook completed 
the ESL Teacher Certification Program 
at Roger Williams University. She is now 
certified to teach to grades 7 through 12 
in English, Special Education, and ESL. 
She began teaching middle school in the 
fall and loves her new position.

Outstanding Alumni 
Award: Erin Clement
Alumni | Inspiration 

Erin Clement ‘84 is the recipient of the 
2020 Outstanding Alumni Award. The 
award is presented to alumni who 
have distinguished themselves within 
the School community and the world 
as a whole.

Erin was nominated by Kristin 
Walberg Urbach ’87, who comments: 
“Erin is a shining example of an 
outstanding RHCD alumna, as she’s 
smart, witty, compassionate, and a 
dear friend of the School community.” 

Erin, who celebrated her 35th reunion 
last June, has served as class 
scribe since graduating. She was a 
member of the School’s 2017 “Sail 
into Summer” committee, and is 
an ongoing supporter of the Rocky 
Hill Fund. Outside RHCD, Erin is 
a member of the Junior League of 
Boston and has mentored at the 
Charlestown Boys and Girls Club and 
the Rhode Island Special Olympics.

After Rocky Hill, Erin attended 
Simmons College, earning a BA in 
Communications before embarking 
on a 30-year career at Fidelity 
Investments. 

“Erin leads by example,” concludes 
Urbach, “and anyone who follows 
her trail will learn the importance of 
taking the time to enjoy things that 
make you happy.” 

1984

1940-60s
 
Congratulations to our Giving Day 2021 
Alumni Decade Champion 1940s - 
1960s for Dollars Raised. 
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Jovanne Jean-Francois lives in Palm Coast, FL with her family.  
She has a set of five-month-old twin girls and a two year old boy.  
She started a small family business called The Hoit Tribe selling 
cheesecakes and Montessori STEM toys. Jovanne is also planning 
on starting an at-home/virtual Montessori preschool this fall.

In the past year, James Bass 
started a new job, bought 
a house, got married, and 
adopted a dog! Last spring, 
James started a new job as 
an associate at Morrison 
Mahoney law firm in 
Providence.  He also bought a 
house in Cranston in August 
and got married to his wife 
in a backyard wedding in 
September 2020.  

Steven Sparhawk married 
his wife Sarah Therrien in a 
small ceremony in Jamestown 
and a reception in North 
Kingstown in June 2020.  They 
currently reside in Warwick.

Sam Sardelli shared he’s 
in Somerville, MA, “with the 
most demanding roommate 
ever-- my cat!” Sam is the 
executive chef at Heritage, a 
restaurant in Sherborn, MA. 

Patrick Mellor is an 
accountant for Cox 
Automotives and lives in 
Warren with his fiance and 
French bulldog. He is currently 
planning his wedding which 
has been pushed to next 
summer due to COVID. 

Emily McNeil gave birth to Odin Rocco McNeil in Hyannis, MA 
on August 3, 2020 at 11:11 a.m. He weighed in at 8lb 1oz. Emily 
is a licensed aesthetician, consulting hypnotist, and neuro-
linguistic practitioner.  She is currently enrolled to become a 
paralegal.

Leah Hopkins-Perry was recently featured in the Fall 2020 
edition of the University of Rhode Island Magazine.  The article, 
titled “Keeper of Her Culture,” discusses Leah’s new position 
as Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology’s first community 
engagement specialist. Her job will be to collaborate with 
academic institutions, create educational programming, and raise 
the profile of Indigenous and tribal communities.

(Photos: Nora Lewis)

2008
 
Remy Corvese is in Raleigh, NC with his fiance, Alyssa, and 
their two dogs, Martha and Betty. Remy and Alyssa were 
supposed to be married in April 2020 in St. Pete Beach, FL but 
have postponed their date a few times due to the pandemic.  
They are currently scheduled to get married on New Year’s Eve 
2021.  Remy is also currently in the process of getting his MBA 
from Fuqua School of Business at Duke University and will be 
graduating in the spring of 2022.
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2020
 
Elsa Block shared, “This semester I auditioned for and 
was selected to join the Brown University Ursa Minors 
a capella group. It’s certainly been odd over zoom, 
but I’m excited to be a part of it and to be singing 
with others. Additionally, I joined the Partnership for 
Adult Learning club, for which I meet weekly with a 
developmentally disabled adult over zoom, and work 
through lesson plans catered to his interests and 
educational needs. It has been a difficult process to find 
the best ways to teach through a screen, but both my 
learner and I have truly enjoyed and learned from each 
of our sessions.”

In October 2020, Willa Geoghegan released an 
album on Spotify called Leaving Letters, which she had 
started for her senior project at RHCD during distance 
learning last Spring. 

2016
 
Douglas Cochran graduated a semester early 
from R.I.T. and started a full-time position at Cardi 
Corporation in Cranston, RI. He has moved to North 
Providence. 

2013
 
Nicolas Charbonneau writes, “After four long years, 
I’ll be graduating as a dentist in May from UCONN 
Dental! The next stop is Danbury, CT where I will be 
completing a general dentistry residency. I hope to 
return to Rhode Island following the residency year and 
establish my own patients. Good things ahead!” 

Medelise Reifsteck shares, “I grew up 
hearing stories from my parents about 
how they met in Jamaica while my 
dad was in the Peace Corps, so it was 
something that I always knew I wanted 
to do.  In 2019, the perfect time to 
volunteer for the 27-month commitment 
arose. I was accepted to a Literacy 

2010 2012
 
Maria Charbonneau Danckert shares, 
“My husband and I have greatly enjoyed 
living by the sea in Narragansett, RI for 
the past couple of years but it seems we’ll 
be moving as I just accepted a clinical 
assistant professorship with Western 
New England University where I will 
be teaching respiratory diseases and 
healthcare communications to pharmacy 
students! I had worked at WNEU during 
my first pharmacy residency and I am 
excited to be going back to Springfield, 
MA once again. Change is in the air- wish 
me luck! Hope to see you all at the next 
reunion!”

This year the Alumni 
Scholarship Fund was endowed 
as it reached the $25,000 level 
thanks to the support of many 
members of the community 
over the years. Conceived in 
1996, the Alumni Scholarship 
Award is given annually to 
a child or grandchild of an 
alumnus/alumna. 

“This fund is all about giving the 
young people of alumni families 
the wonderful experience that 
we all had,” explains Sarah 
Shaw Siskin ‘78, Aumni Board 
Past President and current 
Fundraising Committee Chair, 
“and our goal is to continue to 
grow it.”  

Many generous donors ensured 
this important landmark was 
reached. Maria Charbonneau 
Danckert ‘12, Alumni Board 
President, shared, 

Gifts may be contributed at any time to the Alumni Scholarship Fund. 
You may give online at www.rockyhill.org/support and note the 
fund in the form or mail a check to Rocky Hill Country Day School 
/ Development Office, 530 Ives Road, East Greenwich, RI / 02818. 
Thank you!

“Endowing the 
Alumni Scholarship 
Fund is the 
realization of a big 
dream - 25 years 
in the making! I 
am impressed by 
the years of work 
attaining this goal 
and I am delighted 
to think what this 
will mean for future 
recipients!”  

Alumni Scholarship 
Fund Endowed

2021

Specialist position at a Primary School 
on the island of Saint Vincent, where 
I worked alongside the local teachers 
and principal on English literacy skills of 
the primary school students in Spring 
Village. In addition to co-teaching, I began 
a project to rehabilitate the school’s 
library, co-facilitated a parent workshop 
to encourage literacy development at 
home, co-hosted a girl scout troop, and 
started a running and swimming club. 
Devastatingly, my time in Saint Vincent 
was cut short when the Peace Corps 
evacuated all volunteers worldwide 
due to the COVID Pandemic. Once I 
was back home in RI, I began seeing an 
acupuncturist for health concerns. The 
practice fascinated me and I wanted to 
learn more. I discovered that the oldest 
acupuncture school in the country was in 
Worcester, MA. I sent in my application 
for the Masters in Acupuncture and 
Herbal Medicine program, was accepted, 
and started my first semester as an 
Acupuncture student there. The more I 
learn, the more I am amazed by the body 
and how the practice of acupuncture and 
herbs works to treat the body and heal it 
from various conditions and diseases.”

Kathleen Cotta Feldi currently lives 
in New York where she is a middle 
school Spanish teacher. Kat received her 
master’s degree from Iona College and 
her thesis was on adolescent behavior 
and classroom management. She 
married Anton Feldi in Newport in 2018 
and RHCD classmate Leah Hopkins 
‘08 was one of her bridesmaids. 
Pre-pandemic, Kat had been enjoying 
traveling to Spain, Mexico, Costa Rica, 
and Puerto Rico. She has recently been 
involved in charity work with her middle 
school students writing holiday cards 
in both English and Spanish for nursing 
home residents.

Nicholas Platt launched his own 
company, Navigo, about two years ago, 
which works with nonfiction authors to 
help them build their online presence 
through branding, web development, 
advertising, social media, and marketing 
partnership. Some of his clients include a 
Harvard professor who wants to extend 
the human lifespan to 150, a former Navy 
Seal Team 6 Commander who is working 
on how to build optimally performing 
teams, and a Boston hedge fund manager 
who launched two nonprofits focused 
on making drugs affordable for every 
American. Nick is currently traveling 
Europe with his girlfriend. They recently 
completed the whole Eastern shore and 
are beginning to move west after 8 1/2 
months of traveling.Alyssa “Vee” Hight is currently living 

in Narragansett with her partner Vert 
and her step-children Lucian, age 8, and 
Izabelle, age 11.



1967 Lucy Tillman
 alumni@rockyhill.org
 
1968 Nancy Hoxsie Mead
nancyhmead@gmail.com
 
1969 Christine Hoxsie Morris
alumni@rockyhill.org
 
1970
alumni@rockyhill.org
 
1971 Roger Ray
rray4@cox.net
 
1972 Lori Silverstein Dorsey
oreocatri@cox.net
 
1973 Catherine Tingley 
Fairbairn
alumni@rockyhill.org
 
1974 Joyce Hempstead
jhempstead56@gmail.com
 
1975 Donna Tocco 
Greenaway (Photo provided) 
dtoccogreenaway@gmail.com
 
1976 Mary Jean Keelber 
Roche
mjmom02@aol.com
 
1977 Susan Magee Rinebolt
alumni@rockyhill.org
 
1978 Sarah Shaw Siskin
forked427@comcast.net
 
1979 Charlotte Pillsbury 
Wood
charlottepwood@comcast.net
 
1980 Mary Lynne Kennedy
MLKMDW@gmail.com
 

Class Scribes
1981 Lisa Batty Spicuzza
alumni@rockyhill.org
 
1982 Pamela Timperley
Buckenmaier
alumni@rockyhill.org

1983 Jo-Anne Coghlin Intrator
jcintrator@comcast.net
 
1984 Erin E. Clement
eec0715@gmail.com
 
1985 Elisabeth Brown
Zeph2Pixie@yahoo.com
 
1986 Lauren Smith
smith.lauren_m@yahoo.com
 
1987 Sally Kenyon Grant
sallykenyongrant@gmail.com
 
1988 Spurgeon Thompson
spurgeonthompson@hotmail.
com
 
1989 Rhaea N. Photopoulos
rhaea31@yahoo.com
Mia Ann Caetano Johnson
mcaetanojohnson@verizon.
net
 
1990 SCRIBE NEEDED
alumni@rockyhill.org
 
1991 Liana Magner
liana.magner@mercer.com
 
1992 Crystel Siebel Hoyt
girtthesquirt@aol.com
 
1993 Lisa Dorson Borge
lrborge@gmail.com
 
1994 Tracey Brown Banach
tracey_eb@hotmail.com
 

1995
alumni@rockyhill.org
 
1996 Erica Harrington 
Perkoski
ericaharrington@msn.com
 
1997 Marianne C. SanAntonio
alumni@rockyhill.org
 
1998 Katherine Hoagland 
Scott
ks42780@gmail.com
 
1999 Megan Andreozzi Fox
mcandreozzi@gmail.com
 
2000 Stephanie Soscia Kalb
ssoscia@gmail.com
 
2001 Bridget Sullivan Garmisa
BSullivanRD@gmail.com
 
2002 Kristin McLimans 
Mitchell
kmitchell1226@gmail.com
 
2003 Nicholas Pereira
NickFP@gmail.com
 
2004 Kristin Kacewicz Clarke
kskacewicz@gmail.com
Kathryn A. Donnelly
kathryndonn@gmail.com
 
2005 Kate Corvese Noelte
kate.corvese@gmail.com
 
2006 Laura-Verado Goodrich
Laura.verardogoodrich@gmail.
com
 
2007 Patricia L. Capuano
pcapuano@gmail.com
Courtney Lada
clada1@gmail.com
 

Beverly Allen
Grandmother of Benjamin L. ‘23 and 
Hannah L. ‘18 
February 14, 2021

Robert Breslin 
Former Trustee; Father of Robert Breslin 
‘87, Melissa Breslin Chafee ‘79; Father-in-
law of Quentin Chafee ‘80
January 11, 2021

Wilfred Carney 
Grandmother of Stephen Carney ‘85, 
John Carney ‘88, Daniel Carney ‘91, Peter 
Carney ‘96, Michael Carney ‘04, Caroline 
Carney ‘02

Peter Clark ‘86 
March 17, 2020

Buckley Cooney
Husband of Jan Cooney, Director of 
Admission and Financial Assistance
April 28, 2021

Alfred L. Cote  
Grandfather of Taylor C. ‘21 and Alexis 
C. ‘23
November 26, 2020 

In Memoriam 

William Dunn
Father of Elizabeth D. ‘22
January 24, 2021

Arthur Entwistle III
Father of Art Entwistle, grandfather of 
Sydney E. ‘33
August 18, 2020

F.G. Frost 
Grandfather of Chelsey Frost ‘10, James 
Frost ‘17, and  Read Frost ‘15
April 15, 2020

Donald Goodrich
Father of Laura Verardo-Goodrich ‘06
October 25, 2020

Rebecca Goss 
Grandmother of Nathanial Miller ‘98
May 19, 2020

Christine Hasselbrock
Mother of Luke H. ‘33
February 19, 2021 

Sindy’s fascination 
with the natural 
world began as 
a child, in part 
inspired by a gift of 
a microscope. She 

earned a BA in chemistry and education 
at University of Wisconsin in 1947 and 
then a MS in zoology and biochemistry 
from the University of Minnesota. She 
took a second master’s in 1994—at age 
70—in botany from URI.

In 1951, while working at Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institute, she met and 
married Robert L. Hempstead. They 

Remembering Former Faculty member  
Mabel “Sindy” (Sinden) Hempstead

Mabel Hempstead
Former Faculty; mother of Joyce 
Hempstead ‘74 
December 4, 2020

Linda Lagasse
Grandmother of Isabel G. ‘23
September 19, 2020

Norman McCarthy
Grandfather of Eliana P. ‘27
January 22, 2021

Jean Ramsden
Grandmother of Chelsey Frost ‘10, James 
Frost ‘17, and  Read Frost ‘15
April 7, 2020

Prentice Stout 
Former Faculty; Author, Land of Fires 
January 11, 2021
 
Joseph Taylor
Father of Zachery Taylor ‘98
March 14, 2021

Rocky Hill Country Day School offers condolences to the families and friends of 
those community members who have passed away in the last year.

Alumni: Please send your Class Notes to your Class Scribes, to alumni@rockyhill.org 
or contact Missy Walker, Associate Director of Development.

2008 Hannah C. Knowles
hannahcknowles@gmail.com
Sarah L. Knowles
sarahlknowles@gmail.com
Allison E. Rooney
allisonerooney@gmail.com
 
2009 Ellie Sharpe
esharpe77@gmail.com
 
2010 Sarah Taylor Dumas
staylor7@conncoll.edu

2011 Stephanie Mattioli
mattiolistephanie@gmail.com
 
2012 Shannon M. O’Rourke
Sorourke774@alumni.rwu.edu
 
2013 Courtney Harrington
cmharrington94@gmail.com
 
2014 Kayla DiSegna
kayhdisegna@gmail.com
 
2015 Amanda Siegel
alumni@rockyhill.org
 
2016 Lauren Silva
silva.la@husky.neu.edu
 
2017 Sadie Reimer
SadieReimer@gmail.com
 
2018 Hannah Lawson
hmlawson00@gmail.com
 
2019 Johnette Williams
jowilli19@earlham.edu
 
2020 Rebecca Arabian
Rebratt05@gmail.com 
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settled in North Kingstown and raised 
their four children. 

An enthusiastic educator, Sindy taught 
in WI and in RI. During her eight years 
at Rocky Hill, she taught AP chemistry, 
math, and earth science, taking 
particular delight in the school’s bay 
location for marsh botany projects. 

Joyce shared that her mother’s years 
at Rocky Hill were her happiest of her 
teaching career. “Where else could she 
take her students out to explore a salt 
marsh estuary? Many still remember 
those adventures with her.”

She left teaching to work in the applied 
chemistry industry. Upon retiring, she 
entered URI’s master’s program, among 
other projects and endeavors. 

Janina D’Abate ‘78 and Sarah Shaw 
Siskin ‘78 reflect on their time with 
Mrs. Hempstead, “We were thrilled 
to have Mrs. Hempstead as our 5th 
Grade science teacher, as she was a 
knowledgeable and caring teacher. 
We recall the Venus flytrap in her 
classroom was so cool! We’re honored 
our RHCD memories include Mrs. 
Hempstead. Our condolences to the 
family.”

Mrs. Hempstead was a true testament 
to “Know Thyself” and she will be 
deeply missed.



rockyhill.org/givingday rockyhill.org/alumni

hackforglobalgood.orgrockyhill.org/welcome

Save the 
date: 

RHCD 
Giving 
Day 
 
April 2022

We are back in person on the 
Hill. Stay tuned for exciting 
details about celebrations for 
the classes ending in 0s and 5s 
and 1s and 6s.

Alumni 
Reunion 

Open 
House
October 17,
2021 Hackathon

March 1-5, 2022


