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To be able to navigate a rapidly evolving world. To face the 
globe’s challenges with intellect, compassion, and creativity. 
To possess the agency to make a difference. Equipping our 
students with these skills is paramount to us. At Rocky Hill 
School, we’re leading the future of education as we place our 
Student Competencies at the forefront of our curriculum. They 
drive all that we do—in the classroom, on the athletic field, and 
through our curated innovation experiences. Rocky Hill School 
graduates will be navigators, critical thinkers, citizens, and 
communicators who are innovative, self-aware, ethical, and 
globally minded. Empowering our future: what greater mission 
could we possibly have? 

Diane Rich 
Head of School
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Jason Arabian, along with his wife, Lynne,  
and their daughters Rebecca ‘20 and  
Rachel ‘22, joined the Rocky Hill School 
community in 2016. Jason joined Rocky Hill’s 
Board of Trustees in 2018 and serves on the 
Finance, Facilities & Grounds, and Strategic 
Planning Committees. Lynne currently serves 
as an Upper School class representative for 
the Parent Teacher League. 

Jason grew up in the Mt. Pleasant section 
of Providence and attended Classical 
High School. He graduated from Johnson 
and Wales with a degree in Business 

Administration and Entrepreneurship. 
Today, Jason is the owner and CEO of CMIT 
Solutions of RI, one of the nation’s largest 
managed service providers. CMIT manages 
IT systems for businesses that depend on 
technology. He joined the CMIT network 
in 2005 and has been the largest, most 
successful franchisee for the last 16 years.  
He is the only Franchisee to have been 
awarded Franchisee of the Year more than 
once (three times).

Jason enjoys taking adventurous vacations 
with his family. Their recent travels have 
included France, Italy, and a two-month long 
RV trip throughout the U.S. He is a true family 
man who enjoys making his children laugh, 
exposing them to new things, and teaching 
them to solve problems, no matter how big 
or small. He is an avid fan and collector of 
vintage British motorcycles and does not 
hesitate to “skip across the pond” to attend  
a vintage motorcycle event. Jason also  
enjoys flying and is working on his private 
pilot’s license.

WELCOME ABOARD: Jason Arabian

Rocky Hill School welcomed 13 new faculty and staff members for the 2018-2019 school year.
Top row: Maria Abregu, US Spanish Teacher; Cherie Baccari, Extended Day Program Coordinator; Karah Chartrand, 
MS Science Teacher; Jan Cooney, Director of Admission & Financial Assistance; Nadia Jourabchi, Early Bird Program 
Assistant; Joseph Karr, MS Science & PE/Health Teacher; Kristin McLimans Mitchell ‘02, Admissions Associate
Bottom row: Patty Mott, Head Preschool Teacher; Mackenzie Pham, MS & US French Teacher; Jennifer Randall,  
MS & US Mathematics Teacher; Kristie Stark, Director of Marketing & Design; Kris Waxman, Controller; Megan Williams, 
Director of Athletics

FACULTY & STAFF HIGHLIGHTS

Lower School Teacher Charlie 
Laurent was one of only 10 teachers 
nationwide to win The Henry Ford’s 
Innovation Nation Teacher Innovator 
Award Grand Prize. The award 
recognizes educators who are using 
the classroom to inspire innovation, 
creativity, problem-solving, and 
critical thinking among their 
students. The award is presented 
to teachers who demonstrate the 
habits and mindset of an innovator, 
teachers who: inspired their 
students to challenge the rules and 
take risks, demonstrated how to 
be collaborative and empathetic, 
fostered intellectual curiosity, and 
taught the value of learning from 
failure. Now that’s teaching to the 
Student Competencies! 

Middle and Upper School Art 
Teacher Rachel Armentano 
presented “Connecting Curriculum 
to Contemporary Careers in Design 
& Engineering” at the Rhode 
Island Art Education Association 
conference in 2018. She was thrilled 
to share design lessons created 
with her Rocky Hill students and 
included new teaching strategies 
for highlighting the elements of 
design, as well as daily skills used 
in the career fields of fashion, 
architecture, engineering, and 
graphic design. Rachel was also 

selected to participate in the 
Highlander Institute‘s first Camp PBL. 
She completed a three-day training 
in Project Based Learning alongside 
20 other educators from around  
the state. 

Assistant Head of School Beth 
DeGerlia graduated from Leadership 
Rhode Island, a 10-month leadership 
and civic engagement program. 
The program recognizes leaders 
and invests in their personal and 
professional growth in order to foster 
individual, collective, and statewide 
transformation. 

Upper School Art Teacher and Arts 
Department Chair Meg Getsinger 
and her husband Joe welcomed 
baby George Harold Codega on 
October 7.

Director of Diversity and Upper 
School Latin Teacher Matt Gnolfo 
competed in the annual Ocean  
State International Judo tournament. 
After a hard day of fighting, Matt 
claimed 1st bronze in the Men’s 
Masters 73kg division.

MILESTONES 

2013-2018 (5 years) 
Diane Rich, Assistant Head of School for 
Internal Affairs

Lisa Reimer, Preschool Teacher

Sean Tinsley, US English Teacher

Elena Rich, Dean of Student Life

Aura Rizzo, MS & US Latin & Greek Teacher

2008-2018 (10 years) 
Whitney Barker, ACE Teacher

Jody Cicchese, MS Social Sciences  
& English Teacher

Susan Wood, LS Physical Education 
Teacher

Charlie Laurent, 4th Grade Teacher

2003-2018 (15 years) 
John Hughes, US Social Sciences Teacher

1998-2018 (20 years) 
Andrew Washburn, US Mathematics 
Teacher

Beth DeGerlia, Assistant Head of School 
for External Affairs

Patricia McNally, Assistant to Head  
of School

1988-2018 (30 years) 
Roxanne Card, School Store Manager

David Carter, Plant Operations

FOND FAREWELLS
Roxanne Card, School Store Manager, 
1988-2018

Peter Hanney, Director of Communications 
& Marketing, 2014-2018

Scott Lapham, US Digital Photography 
Teacher, 2016-2018

Patricia McNally, Assistant to Head of 
School, 1998-2018

Lisa Reimer, Preschool Teacher, 2013-2018

Lauren Savoia, MS Art Teacher, 2017-2018

Sarah Taylor Dumas ‘10, Admissions 
Assistant, 2015-2018

Sean Tinsley, US English Teacher,  
2013-2018

James Tracy, Head of School, 2016-2018

Cathy Washburn, Director of Admission 
and Financial Assistance, 1996-2018

Blue Wheeler, MS Science Teacher,  
2001-2018

Susan Wood, LS Physical Education 
Teacher, 2008-2018
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Greetings Fellow Mariners,

As I take a moment to reflect on the first half of the school year, I feel fortunate to 
have watched a new Head of School be installed, a new Athletic Director join our 
community, the first-ever Blue and White Night kick-off Homecoming, and the 
inaugural Hackathon take place on our vibrant campus. Rocky Hill certainly is a 
school on the move.

The Parent Teacher League has been working hard to add spirit to our already 
amazing community and increase support for our faculty and staff. Our dedicated 
team of volunteers has worked diligently to share information about important 
events and activities happening at the School, and to encourage families and friends 
to participate in many ways.

I am happy to report that we have had tremendous participation so far this year. Our 
PTL meetings have been well attended, and the 20th Annual Fall Classic was a huge 
success, thanks to the incredible number of sponsors, auction donors, golfers, tennis 
players, dinner guests, committee members, and volunteers who generously gave 
their time and talent to support this signature event. 

Please mark your calendars for the Orient Express Gala on Saturday, May 18, 2019 
at The Atlantic Resort at Wyndham Newport. It is an evening of inspiration and 
celebration. None of these events would be possible without your kind support.

As PTL President, I want to thank you for taking time out of your busy schedules to 
attend a school concert, play, athletic game, art show, coffee, meeting, parent night, 
ceremony, or presentation. If you have volunteered your time to help organize an 
event in any capacity, thank you!

The PTL relies heavily on volunteerism to get things done. 
So, as we continue through 2019, I strongly encourage 
you to be involved at Rocky Hill in any way that suits your 
family. It is a rewarding experience that enhances your 
child’s education and positively impacts the future of Rocky 
Hill School. When we lead by example and show our 
children that giving back is important, we inspire them to 
be thoughtful citizens and future leaders.

My best always,

Julie Hayes  
PTL President 
Parent of Lizzie ‘22

SAVE THE DATEORIENT EXP
RESS GALA

6:00

MAY
18

SATURDAY

Cocktails,  

Hors D’Oeuvres,  

Dinner & Dancing

 PRESENTED BY               
               

  ROCKY HILL SCHOOLAUCTIONS

THE ATLANTIC RESORT NEWPORT

LIVE & SIL
ENT

PTL BOARD
President 
Julie Hayes

Vice President 
Alaka Catallozzi

Secretary 
Lauri Fine

Treasurer 
Erin Reedy

LS Division Rep 
Jill Millard

MS Division Rep 
Kerrie Stanley-Bowater

US Division Reps  
Laurie Lindemann 
Ellen Schulte 

PARENT TEACHER LEAGUE

Frank Allen, Jr. (7/25/2018) 
Grandfather of Hannah ‘18,  
Benjamin ‘23 and father-in-law of  
faculty member Michael Lawson

Michael Angell (2/6/2018) 
Father of Samantha Angell ‘09

Harold E. “Hal” Beaudoin Jr. (6/7/2018) 
Father of Courtney S. Beaudoin ‘07

Alec C. Barnett (12/2/2018) 
Grandfather of Stephen Sparhawk ‘08

Richard A. Bernard (10/05/2018)  
Father of Karen Bernard ‘81

Edgar Brown (9/1/2018) 
Grandfather of Sarah M. Tucker ‘04

Anne S. Burgan (7/30/2018) 
Mother of Sarah Shaw Siskin ‘78 and  
was predeceased by her daughter  
Martha A. Shaw ‘80

Sofia T. DiCenso (1/5/2019) 
Grandmother of Massimo ‘23 and  
Biagio ‘24 DiCenso

David Dumas (11/27/2018) 
Father of Sam Dumas ‘79, Amy  
Dumas Englesman ‘82, Pricilla Dumas  
Kubas ‘87, Stepfather of Sara Daniel ‘95,  
Father-in-law of Trixie Webber Dumas ‘81, 
Grandfather of Troy ‘07, Tory ‘10,  
and Sabrina ‘16 Dumas

Donald E. Dunning (1/4/2019) 
Father of Edward Dunning ‘00

Mark C. Gregson ‘71 (3/27/2018)

Scott E. Johnston ‘90 (4/4/2018)

Barbarah A. Leahy (1/1/2019) 
Grandmother of Christina A. Leahy ‘12

Daniel Lecht (11/23/2018) 
Father of Lisa Lecht Weir ‘85

Cindy Quirk Leveillee (3/22/2018) 
Mother of Heather Quirk Hawkins ‘97

Kimberly Dawn Lima-Ritacco 
(1/29/2018) 
Wife of Anthony Ritacco, Jr. ‘90

Ida Gagliano Micheletti (12/31/2018) 
Grandmother of Massimo ‘23 and  
Biagio ‘24 DiCenso

John D. Morgan (4/4/2018) 
Father of Former Faculty Member 
Jacqueline Morgan Yamada and 
grandfather of Max ‘08, Brenner ‘09,  
and Anna ‘13 Yamada

James V. Murphy (2/9/2018) 
Grandfather of Courtney Lada ‘07, Shelby 
Ross ‘10, Michael J. Murphy ‘12, Brendan 
Lada ‘13, and Catharine Ross ‘15 

Florence Marcello Prior (11/17/2018) 
Grandmother of Ian D. Prior ‘95

John J. Prior, Jr. “Jack” (5/28/2018) 
Grandfather of Ian D. Prior ‘95

Rudolph Jay Schaefer, IV (5/17/18) 
Father of Alexandra Schaefer Clayman ‘05 
and Rudolph J. Schaefer V ‘08

Stanley Siegel 
Father of Former Trustee Stephen F. 
Siegel, grandfather of Amanda ‘15  
and Abigail ‘17 Siegel

Maria da Conceicao Connie Silva 
(4/3/2018) 
Grandmother of Lauren Silva ‘16

Shirley M. Dziekiewicz Sinape 
(11/10/2018) 
Mother of Lisa Sinape Powers ‘78  
and Lori E. Sinape ‘85

Richard A. Volpe (9/29/2018) 
Father of Richard Volpe ‘88

Thomas N. “Tim” Walsh, Jr. (12/17/2018) 
Grandfather of Tobey ‘28 and Isabella 
Rishworth ‘25

THOMAS P. HAZLEHURST (11/17/2018) 
Former Trustee (1974-1982), Father of Nancy Hazlehurst Deutsch ‘77, Pamela Hazlehurst 
Thompson ’81, and Lynn Hazlehurst. Tom is predeceased by his wife and former RHS staff 
member Carol (Caffrey) Holmberg Hazlehurst

Born in Providence, Tom was the son of the late Thomas P. Hazlehurst and the late Hope C. (Kelley) 
Hazlehurst. Tom and Carol were married for 27 years prior to her passing in 2014. Tom attended 
LaSalle Academy and Brown University, class of 1956. He was the Captain of the Brown Sailing 
Team in 1955 and 1956 and served in the U.S. Navy from 1956-1959. He is a member of the 
Brown University Athletic Hall of Fame, a member of the Intercollegiate Yacht Racing Hall of Fame, 
a winner of the 1956 Olympic Finn Dinghy Trails, and a finalist for selection in sailing in the 1956 Olympics. He served 
as President of the Narragansett Bay Yachting Association and was the founding secretary of Save the Bay. He was the 
Commodore of the East Greenwich Yacht Club, a trustee and Fleet Captain of the New York Yacht Club, a member of the 
Rhode Island State Yachting Committee, a chairman of the Newport to Bermuda Race, and the Fleet Captain of Cruising 
Club of America. Besides his passion for sailing, he was the CEO of the largest independent advertising, marketing, and 
public relations agency in Rhode Island, Potter Hazlehurst.

IN MEMORIAM

GILL E. THORPE (1/14/2018) 
Former Trustee (1972-1985), Father of Janet Thorpe ‘80, and predeceased by his son,  
Richard E. Thorpe ‘78. Grandfather of Samuel T. Waterman ‘10

Gill was the beloved husband of Nancy Aldrich Thorpe. Born in Providence, he was the son of 
the late Walter and Nora Gill Thorpe. Gill was the pharmacist and owner of Thorpe’s Pharmacies 
founded by his father. He was also one of the founders of the East Greenwich Rotary Club in 
1963 and was very active in various other community organizations throughout his life. A true 
outdoorsman, Gill loved being on the water, especially racing sailboats, fishing, and cruising 
Narragansett Bay. Above all, Gill lived for time spent with his family.
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STUDENT COMPETENCIES
From orientation to graduation, we strive to inspire  

each student to become a Navigator, Critical Thinker,  
Citizen, and Communicator who is Innovative,  

Self-Aware, Ethical, and Globally Minded.

INNOVATIVE

NAVIGATOR

Learns with nimbleness, 
adaptability, perseverance, 
and resilience, with a curious 
and self-directed approach.

A bold thinker, generating 
new and creative ideas, 
willing to take risks to 
solve complex problems, 
individually and as part  
of a group. 

SELF-AWARE

CRITICAL  
THINKER

Asks meaningful questions, 
gains knowledge, and 
challenges research, 
analysis, and interpretation 
to evaluate evidence, 
arguments, and beliefs.

A confident observer who 
understands their personal 
strengths and is attentive 
to their needs, empathetic 
to others, and honors their 
health and well-being.

ETHICAL

CITIZEN

Seeks ways to model 
good citizenship through 
kindness and respect for 
others, and serves as a 
responsible, engaged 
member of the community.

An honest member of 
the community who 
speaks with integrity and 
has a focus on social 
responsibility. 

GLOBALLY 
MINDED

COMMUNICATOR

Skillfully expresses ideas 
in many modalities for a 
variety of audiences and is 
a poised and resourceful 
communicator.

An open-minded individual 
who values diversity and 
different perspectives with 
an understanding of  
global issues.

In Fall 2017, Rocky Hill School 
announced the Student 
Competencies, eight related 
capabilities, built on the 
knowledge, skills, habits, and 
personal attributes we believe 
our students need to develop 
for their future. With the 21st 
century’s pace of change, the 
world our graduates inherit 
will be more volatile, uncertain, 
complex, and ambiguous 
than ever before. The Student 
Competencies will prepare 
them to be adaptable, lifelong 
learners, who can thrive in 
unpredictable situations, as 
engaged and impactful citizens 
in their communities.

Over the last year, we have 
begun infusing these eight 
competencies into all aspects of 
the Rocky Hill School experience. 
In classrooms and art studios, 
and on athletic fields and theatre 
stages, teachers and coaches 
have the Student Competencies 
in mind when they design 
activities for our students. We’re 
asking great questions, like 
how do you teach science in 
a way that covers content and 
also fosters communication, 
ethics, and citizenship? How 
can athletics develop student-
athletes who are as mentally 
self-aware as they are physically 
fit? In what ways can academics 
and co-curricular activities like 
theatre work together to build 
critical thinking, innovation, and 
global-mindedness? 

At Rocky Hill School, we are 
building an innovative school-
wide program, and an engaging 
school culture, grounded in solid 
research and expert thinking.  
In the next several pages, we 
invite you to read exciting stories 
that highlight some of the ways 
the competencies are becoming 
woven into the fabric of Mariner 
life, as we empower our students 
for their future.
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Navigating Mindfulness 
By Patty Pontarelli, Head of Lower School

Coach Fairchild present in the moment with 
the Upper School Field Hockey team.

NAVIGATOR

Traci Fairchild decided quite 
a while back that she would 
make a difference in the lives of 
others. The signs were there...her 
integral role on the University 
of Maine field hockey team; 
her chosen career path as an 
educator, followed by a licensed 
social worker; as a mother to 
daughters, Raina and Ellie; in her 
current role at Rocky Hill School 
as Director of Counseling & 
Wellness; and everything  
in between. 

What Traci may not have 
realized was how her journey 
would meld her distinctly 
significant roles to have a 
positive impact on a community. 
Traci is compassionate, good-
natured, positive, energetic, 
insightful, and committed. 
She integrates her talents, 
strengths, and diverse skill-
set to guide her students. 
Whether in the classroom, on 
the playing field, in the “safe 
space” of her office, or simply 
engaged in conversation while 
strolling along a walkway on 
campus, Traci devotes herself to 
whatever it takes to support an 
individual to be a navigator of 
mind, body, and spirit. 

Health and wellness do not occur 
in isolation, nor does Traci’s 
approach to the well-being of 
our community. Being adaptive, 
self-directed, passionate, 

curious, and courageous fosters 
resilience, perseverance, and 
a readiness to take on what is 
encountered each day. Traci’s 
connection with her students 
provides what is needed to 
model, guide, troubleshoot, and 
maintain the healthy balance that 
allows each person to be their 
best, regardless of day-to-day 
situations or circumstances.

Making connections and 
creating a mindful balance 
reach beyond academics in the 
classroom or wins and losses 
on the field. Both bring the 
innately human element to the 
surface and that’s where we see 
Traci’s work come to life. She is 
a facilitator of our school-wide 
mindfulness program. Through 
‘mindfulness days’ in Upper 
School; mindful breaths taken 
during a Physical Education 
class; regularly scheduled 
mindfulness booster sessions for 
faculty; mindfulness feedback 
for the Lower School robotics 
team project; the organization of 

the Mindfulness Conference for 
educators, parents and health 
and wellness professionals  
being hosted at Rocky Hill 
School in June; and more, Traci 
ensures the value of meaningful 
practice opportunities is 
felt throughout our learning 
environment and beyond. 

Traci is keenly aware of the 
developmental thread winding 
through each division as our 
students grow and develop, 
which instills in her a sense of 
humility, peace, amazement, and 
gratitude for the opportunity 
to be part of their journey as 
navigators. It is Traci’s passion 
that fosters the confidence to 
maintain a positive momentum 
of well-being in a community 
where she feels a tremendous 
sense of pride and a 
commitment to The Mariner Way.

I feel fortunate having a multifaceted role, 
where I am able to work directly with our entire 
community. I am able to access, learn from, and 
value everyone’s strengths. This opportunity fuels 
all that I am passionate about.

Traci Fairchild, Director of Counseling & Wellness

Coach Fairchild has taught me so much not only 
about the game, but also about the passion and 
strength needed to succeed on and off the field.

Faythe Schulte ‘19

Traci and daughter Raina ‘31  
stroll the halls of Hale.

2019 
MINDFULNESS  
CONFERENCE
STRENGTHENING SCHOOL COMMUNITIES

JUNE 21  
ROCKY HILL SCHOOL
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Making a Critical Difference 
Esteban Wu, Critical Thinker and Change-Maker
By Belinda Snyman, Director of Strategic Partnerships

Esteban Wu ‘19 greets his 
guests with a gentle, kind 
smile. Known for his humility 
and self-effacing wit, Esteban 
holds the highest position in the 
Upper School, Senior Prefect, 
and was named a National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation 
Semifinalist in the fall of 2018.

Esteban’s story is one best told 
by him. Humorously described 

as “building an equitable future 
with innovative technology and 
a little elbow grease,” Esteban’s 
pursuit of a solution to a 
problem faced not only by him 
and his two younger brothers, 
Alejandro ‘21 and Emilio, but 
also his friends, speaks to the 
tenacity and resilience that 
define who Esteban is. 

A simple desire to help 
my friends and family 
gradually transformed 
into something greater 
than myself.

Esteban Wu ‘19

Building an equitable future with 
innovative technology and a little 
elbow grease.

Esteban Wu ‘19 discusses his concept with Christopher Butler, Executive Director at INSIGHT.

“As a member of the blind and visually impaired 
community, I tend to have perspectives that fully 
sighted people aren’t completely aware of. What’s 
the usual? Public transportation and community 
spaces, which should be accessible for all, are 
often difficult to navigate. Assistance from others 
is often necessary to perform everyday tasks such 
as grocery shopping or commuting to work. The 
blind and visually impaired are often overlooked 
in this modern-day world of ours and enjoy limited 
independence. Additionally, their reliance on others 
impacts their ability to form equitable relationships, 
causing them to feel like a burden to others.

I stumbled upon a solution while exploring my 
interests in STEM at a freshman summer camp for 
the blind and visually impaired in North Carolina: an 
auditory GPS-like application named BlindSquare 
BPS that allows easy navigation outdoors, and 
indoors through the use of Bluetooth beacons. 
Even the blind can use the app comfortably, as all 
instructions are given using cardinal directions, 
clock face orientations, and precise audio 
descriptions. It puzzled me that such a useful tool 
wasn’t more widely available, so I decided to bring 
it to Rhode Island. My first thought was to place the 
beacons in the airport, the mall, or the bus station. 

After a year of investigating, writing proposals, and 
futilely scheduling meetings with the Rhode Island 
Airport Corporation, I had to accept the project was 
grounded. Busy airport officials had no time for high 
school students, and recent measures tightening 
airport security thwarted plans for installing any sort 
of technology. Reviewing my options, I decided to 
attempt my own deployment in a smaller location 
to gain credibility. I approached INSIGHT, a local 
rehabilitation center for the blind and visually 
impaired, and a successful presentation to the 
Board of Directors secured the necessary funding. 
Negotiations between the app developer and 
INSIGHT’s executive board followed. To minimize 
cost and time for both organizations, I performed 
the installation on my own, with remote guidance 
from BlindSquare. For a year, I carefully managed 
this delicate balancing act, conducting meetings 
and programming beacons, always forging ahead 
toward that finish line that was so clearly marked by 
‘accessibility for all.’

A simple desire to help my friends and family 
gradually transformed into something greater than 

It is Esteban’s dream to see this technology being 
adopted and deployed at T.F. Green Airport. In 
pursuit of further support, Esteban has launched 
a research study in order to provide quantitative 
data to show the efficacy of indoor navigation 
systems for the blind and visually impaired. If 
successful, future deployments will create ever 
expanding accessible space, slowly returning 
the independence, freedom, and equity within 
relationships that are the rights of all. 

myself. On a typically humid July 
morning, I walked into INSIGHT. 
From the speakers on my phone, 
BlindSquare greeted me with 
precise directions to the restrooms: 
men on the right, women on the 
left. After a brief respite, I came 
to the realization that finding a 
solution just wasn’t enough. Had I 
given up after my initial failure,  
the existence of BlindSquare wouldn’t have 
mattered to the people of Rhode Island, who 
had no prior access to the solution. Now they 
can familiarize themselves with this navigation 
tool at INSIGHT. To fully solve the problem, it 
was imperative that I put the technology into 
the hands of those who truly needed it—a feat of 
organization, collaboration, and determination that 
I had previously underestimated. I now understand 
the weight of responsibility that accompanies the 
completion of such an undertaking.” 

CRITICAL THINKER
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A Personal Approach to Science 
By Jessica Russell, English Department Chair

This fall, the entire 9th grade, along with several 10th graders, 
embarked on a Project Based Learning (PBL) experience about 
cancer, exploring the topic through scientific, medical, and personal 
lenses. The project, Behind the Cells, built on the summer reading 
book, Rebecca Skloot’s The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. The book 
personalizes the science behind cancer and cancer research by telling 
the story of Henrietta Lacks, who died in 1951 of cervical cancer, and 
of her family as they struggled to cope with her death and with the 
news that scientists had been using her cells in experiments without 
their knowledge. 

Over the course of the PBL experience, students learned about the 
causes of cancer at the cellular level, as well as current research into 
treatment, in biology class. Meanwhile, in their English classes, they 
practiced creating effective interview questions and met with Director 

I liked getting to know about the person who 
had cancer, rather than just reading the story, 
because of the personal connections we were 
able to make.

Natalie Wilson ‘22

NBC 10 Health Check reporter Barbara Morse Silva interviewed students, Keanu Palavra’ 22 and 
Molly Pierson ‘22, as part of her special coverage of the project, Behind the Cells.

of Counseling & Wellness Traci 
Fairchild for lessons in grief 
sensitivity. In the days before 
Thanksgiving break, students 
interviewed members of our 
community about their personal 
experiences with cancer; some 
spoke of friends and family who 
had succumbed to the disease, 
while others were cancer 
survivors themselves. 

After Thanksgiving, students 
researched the specific cancer 
types their interviewees had 
spoken to them about and 
drew on their interviews to 
craft creative nonfiction pieces 
in which they shared their 
subject’s story. In the week 
before winter break, they put 
together a public presentation 

showcasing what they had 
learned about cancer from 
the scientific and personal 
perspectives.

The project was a gold-
standard example of the 
impact cross-disciplinary, 
real-world projects can have 
on learning. The students 
were able to bring together 
the complex science of cancer 
and cells with the uniquely 
human side of this devastating 
disease. What resulted was a 
project that honored victims, 
brought awareness to the issue, 
and provided students with an 
opportunity to practice good 
citizenship, among many other 
student competencies.

CITIZEN

Because it was an interview, it was more personal, 
and you were more able to feel the emotion  
that you don’t get from an article. We got to see 
both sides—both the scientific and the human 
side—which echoes the book that we read in  
the summer.

Julian Gross ‘22

You read about cancer 
a lot but when you 
interview somebody, 
you’re with it. They tell 
the story, and you’re 
not ever going to 
know what it’s like to 
go through it, but you 
feel it a little.

Rachel Arabian ‘22

Each team created a “person” to share the story of their cancer victim.

Nirva Bao ‘21 with her lung cancer model.
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STAND AND DELIVER 
By Michael Jedrey, Head of Middle School

Some of the most powerful lessons in life come 
from significant experiences and, at Rocky Hill 
School, one of the most significant experiences 
and signature events in a student’s life is the 8th 
Grade Exposition. At a time of developmental and 
academic transition, 8th grade students are each 
given the responsibility to research, design, and 
present an engaging multimedia presentation 
to the entire Middle School community. 
From selecting an exciting topic, finding and 
interviewing an off-campus “expert,” constructing 
a research document, building a presentation, 

and videotaping a practice run, to standing before 
their peers, teachers, and parents for a 15-minute 
presentation, students utilize many of the critical 
skills developed during their middle school years. 

Students need to be effective communicators, 
never more so than in a world where more and 
more of our interactions take place in the digital 
realm separated from direct human contact. The 

ability to engage an audience for an extended 
time requires not only a mastery of content, but 
also the confidence that comes from a carefully 
designed presentation and hours of practice. 
Through the exposition process, students learn 
how to capture the attention of their audience with 
a creative hook, and then hold this attention with a 
variety of techniques including vocal dynamics, eye 
contact, movement, and the use of multimedia. The 
students deliver their expositions without notes 
or cues, a TED Talk long before TED Talks became 
mainstream. They learn to speak to their audience, 
drawing them in and building their curiosity. 

The expositions begin in the early fall when 
students select a topic, within a theme, to begin 
researching. September and October are 
dedicated to researching their topic in depth, 
which includes interviewing someone, outside of 

My strongest memory from my 
exposition was getting to go to  
the actual site of the flood which  
I was researching. Getting to  
meet the people that were 
personally affected by the flood  
was incredibly powerful. This is  
an experience I wouldn’t have  
had without the encouragement  
of my exposition advisers.

Pascale Burnett, ‘20

Students present to the entire Middle School.

COMMUNICATOR

school and family, with a connection to their topic. 
Students need to communicate this assignment to 
a potential interviewee with clarity and purpose. 
During their interview, the students ask specific 
and engaging questions, listen closely to what is 
said in response, and follow up with more probing 
questions, allowing the conversation to flow  
where it will.

In early winter, the focus of expositions shifts to 
presentation design, creating visuals that convey 
the information clearly and with high interest 
imagery. Students consider the contrast of the text 
with the background, the placement of images, 
and the right balance of information on each slide 
or screen. At the same time, the students write their 
script, consider word choice, and plan how they 
will move during their exposition. And then they 
practice, practice, and practice some more in the 
days leading up to their expositions which begin in 
mid-January and end in late-February.

We have all sat through professional presentations 
that are little more than a collection of white slides 
with text and endless bullet points, and a presenter 
reading through their notes, or worse yet from 
the slides themselves. Those presenters would 
certainly have benefited from being an 8th grader 
at Rocky Hill School.

I think the techniques we 
learned about choosing 
somewhere to stand, not 
cluttering our slides, and 
having a good handle on 
the script all really helped 
me. I also knew I wanted to 
work on getting more to the 
point, and being concise in 
what I was trying to say, and 
how to interview someone.

Thomas Fitzgerald ‘22

Jordan Lanowy ‘21 presents her Expo about Dr. Suess.

Francesca McCaughey ‘23 shares an exciting technology, the 
SMARxt pill bottle to monitor patient medications.
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Real-world digital 

challenges to engage 

students across all 

content areas. 

Collaborative music 
app to teach theory at 

different playing skills 

using modern music. 

Innovation Through Collaboration
By Meg Stowe, Director of Innovation and  
Susan Fonseca Lanham, Permanent Innovator-in-Residence

“You can’t be what you can’t see.” These words, 
spoken by the Founder and President Emerita 
of the Children’s Defense Fund, Marian Wright 
Edelman, became the anthem of the documentary 
film, Miss Representation. At RHS, we are living 
these powerful words by showing students what 
innovation looks like through the many social 
entrepreneurs we bring to our classrooms and 

community. For Lower School students, it’s just 
another day working with our Entrepreneur-in-
Residence and Co-Founder of Sproutel, Hannah 
Chung. Sproutel received national recognition for 
Jerry the Bear, a companion product that helps 
children diagnosed with type 1 diabetes. Their 
latest creation, My Special Aflac Duck™, was voted 
one of TIME magazine’s 50 Best Inventions of 
2018. Hannah and her colleague Nick Mead are 
developing their next companion robotic product 
to help children who experience stress or anxiety. 

They are working directly with our students to 
design, prototype, and conduct user testing, and 
are holding feedback sessions with parents and 
educators to create a product that will assist kids  
all over the world. The magic for our students  
is that they are practicing the processes and 
mindsets of innovation and entrepreneurship  
in a real-world scenario. 

Ms. Chung and her team at Sproutel are engaging 
students in all divisions, sharing the design 
process, and supporting students in their own 
prototype design sprint. Working with classroom 
teachers, we are developing experiences that 
support teacher goals for the students through 
meaningful interactions with experts who are 
working to solve some of the greatest global and 
educational challenges.

I can’t believe we get to work with 
Hannah Chung on something 
so cool. I love that we are doing 
something that really matters to 
people all over the world.

4th Grade Student

Zahara Ankoma ‘27 prototypes her idea for Hannah Chung.

To develop innovative students, it is important to 
generate experiences that not only allow them to 
explore and grapple with divergent perspectives, 
ideas, and contexts from around the world, but 
also to design ways for students to collaborate with 
people who are working to impact global issues. 
This modeling and collaboration will position 
students to take this kind of initiative as they enter 
high school, college, and the real world. 

Our signature innovation program helps embed 
highly vetted social entrepreneurs within our 
campus and brings founders from all over the 
world to work in classes and across all content 
areas. In November, Rocky Hill School kicked off 
this year’s program with founders from the new 
2018 LearnLaunch accelerator cohort. 

Collaboration with innovators from across the 
globe will continue to be a priority in the Rocky Hill 

experience. Developing these capabilities requires 
real-world context and first-hand experience 
in order to hone the cultural competence, 
communication skills, and empathy required to 
thrive in a global economy and workplace.  
Working with our partners provides our students 
early experiences to explore cultural literacy,  
tackle global grand challenges, and gain access 
to those working on cutting-edge, high-impact 
solutions to real-world problems. This approach is 
not only fun and engaging, but generates deeper, 
enduring learning.

I think the integration of new 
education tools that LearnLaunch 
has brought to us will help change 
education for everyone.

Lily Kerachsky ‘22

INNOVATIVE

My Special Aflac Duck™,  
a companion product that 
supports children diagnosed with 
pediatric cancer, was a 2018 Tech 
for a Better World winner at the 
Consumer Electronics Show.

Award-winning EdTech founders: Eleni Miltsakaki of  
Choosito (Greece) and Marissa DiPasquale of Mindsets 
Education (Australia).

3D design tool that 
teaches young students 
coding and math skills 
that can be 3D printed!

SOME OF THE SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURS ON CAMPUS
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A Game Changer 
By Beth DeGerlia, Assistant Head of School

Chloe Ponte ‘19 charges down the field in Girls Varsity Lacrosse.

Profile: Megan Williams

Assistant Athletic Director/Head 
Field Hockey Coach, Goucher 
College

Teacher, Sports Psychology and 
Diversity Issues in Athletics, 
Goucher Graduate School of 
Education

Graduate, Bryn Mawr College

Masters of Science in Sport and 
Recreation Science: Coaching 
Education, Ohio University

Founder/Director, Gold Standard 
Performance

Regional Director, USA Field 
Hockey Olympic Development

This summer, the School 
welcomed Megan Williams to 
our team as the new Director 
of Athletics. “We were eager 
to add to the department so 
that the School could engage 
in important strategic planning, 
coach education, and player/
program development. Megan 
brought with her a wealth of 
experience and training in all 
of these areas, and she seemed 
like a perfect complement to Art 
Entwistle who has served a dual 
role as AD and Athletic Trainer 
for the last few years,” noted 
Head of School Diane Rich.

With the addition of Megan, 
the department has been able 
to reorganize roles and expand 
the program. In a short few 
months, Williams has made a 
big impact. Megan shared that 
her experience at the college 
level made it clear that the 
mental side of athletics is too 
often neglected in training. 
Skilled athletes need to be 
keenly self-aware with respect 
to their bodies, their role in the 
game, and their own skills and 
talents. But the most successful 
athletes, Megan would argue, 
are those who have strong 

mental and emotional self-
awareness, and the playing 
field is an excellent place to 
hone that student competency. 
“Individuals and teams perform 
at the highest level when 
student-athletes learn resiliency, 

self-discipline, leadership, and 
pride in tandem with skills and 
conditioning. I came to Rocky 
Hill because I saw so much 
potential for athletics to foster 
the student competencies 
through some new programs 
and a slight shift in mindset,” 
says Williams. To bring those 
priorities to the forefront, 
Williams instituted The Mariner 

Way, a guiding principle for all 
of our teams to foster Resiliency, 
Effort, and Pride. This mantra 
has been quickly adopted by 
players and coaches alike and is 
what helps define our mission-
focused approach to athletics.

Megan’s strategic plan centers 
around two main goals: creating 
and maintaining a winning 
culture and growing the overall 
athletic experience. She has 
established a brand identity 
for athletics gear, created a 
Mariner Super Fan program, 
incorporated strength and 
conditioning training into all 
sports, elevated the impact 
of the Athletic Boosters Club, 
brought guest speakers to 
campus, established a new RIIL 
E-sports team, implemented 
coach training, revamped 
the awards program, and 
enhanced the leadership 
development and college 
athletics guidance programs, 
among other initiatives. We are 
excited to see the continued 
evolution of the program under 
Megan’s leadership. Next on 
the horizon is fundraising and 
sponsor development, facilities 
and programmatic strategic 
planning, and continued player 
and coach development. 
Williams noted, “Rocky Hill 
School is ripe to enter an 
athletic golden era. We have 
talented athletes and coaches 
to work with, and Art and I are 
committed to growing the 
program. And, while I am not 
enjoying the cold weather, I am 
loving the potential I see here. 
Every day I see things that excite 
me about the future of RHS and 
athletics.”

SELF-AWARE

I have been so encouraged by how open the 
athletics staff, coaches, and students have been to 
new programs and ideas. That’s what drew me to 
Rocky Hill and has me excited about the future of 
the program.

Megan Williams, Director of Athletics
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When Being Ethical Changes Lives 
Ana Bess Moyer Bell ‘06, Spring 2018 Innovator-in-Residence
By Belinda Snyman, Director of Strategic Partnerships

Meet Rocky Hill alumna, Ana Bess Moyer  
Bell ‘06, MA RDT, Drama Therapist, Playwright, 
Executive Director, and Founder of COAAST 
(Creating Outreach About Addiction Support 
Together). COAAST’s mission is to eradicate the 
opioid epidemic through arts-based educational, 
therapeutic, and community-driven programming. 
Through the use of drama therapy, applied theater, 
and prevention education, Ana Bess designs 

creative content and programming to educate, 
heal, and bring awareness to the opioid epidemic, 
type 1 diabetes, and mental health concerns.

Ana Bess joined our community in the spring of 
2018 as our Innovator-in-Residence, a program 
launched in 2017 connecting our students to 
individuals who are doing innovative work that 
impacts a community, a cause, or the world. Using 

ETHICAL

drama therapy, playwriting, 
and creative arts and 
communication techniques, she 
provided faculty and students 
with a range of opportunities 
to engage in ethical and 
deeply mindful thinking while 
expressing themselves in 
creative and meaningful ways. 
Ana Bess’ collaboration with 
faculty and students took on 
many different forms: with 
kindergartners who explored 
how to express feelings in 
healthy ways and created a 
measurement tool to express 
a range of emotions; with 
2nd and 3rd graders in “Paint, 
Poetry, and Performance” in 
preparation for their annual 
Poetry Cafe; with 9th graders 
in creative writing classes; by 
incorporating theater in English 
Language Learner classes; by 
supporting a math modeling 
project centered around data 
concerning the opioid crisis; 
and with 11th graders on 
writing personal statements 
and essays in preparation for 
the challenging and stressful 
college application process.

During her residency, Ana Bess 
and her crew from COAAST 
performed their production 

of Four Legs to Stand On for 
the Upper School. The student 
performance was followed  
by a community evening  
show, which included a short  
Q & A talk-back, confronting the 
audience with questions rather 
than answers, like, “Is addiction 
a disease or a moral weakness?” 
With reflections on how we as a 
community can shift the social 
underpinnings that stigmatize 

those who suffer, the hope is 
the community will come to 
the aid of those suffering from 
addiction with understanding, 
compassion, and support. The 
play challenges the audience 
and the community to change 
the status quo—and to reach out 
to those addicted, as well as to 
friends and family.

Ana Bess dedicated herself 
to programs across divisions 

and it was most apropos that 
she concluded her residency 
by serving as a sponsor in the 
Senior Seminar and Internship 
program. Nate Talbutt ‘18 
interned with COAAST in 
the spring of last year. His 
internship with Ana Bess 
served as the culmination of his 
academic experience at Rocky 
Hill as he explored the world 
of COAAST’s small touring 
company, the organization’s 
administrative goals, and 
the value of performances 
to the community. Nate also 
collated data and met with 
local leaders in business and 
in the State House. Nate saw 
his internship with COAAST as 
“an opportunity to broaden my 
theatrical horizons while finding 
a connection with addiction 
support, a topic of personal 
importance to me.” Through 
Ana Bess, he experienced the 
challenges and rewards of 
working within a non-profit 
organization, the impact of 
advocacy and activism in mental 
health, as well as the curative 
power of theater and communal 
support.

The impact of Ana Bess and her 
team’s work is captured best in 
a letter written by a member of 
the cast of Four Legs to Stand 
On: “It is gratifying to know our 
work really has an impact. It’s 
incredible to watch it igniting 
a fire to spread awareness 
and promote healing in young 
people. High schoolers, 
please never lose that drive, 
the eagerness to share, that 
beautiful vulnerability, and that 
desire to learn. You are the 
hope we all need.”

High schoolers, please never lose that 
drive, the eagerness to share, that beautiful 
vulnerability, and that desire to learn. You are 
the hope we all need.

Cast Member, Four Legs to Stand On

Lower School students enjoyed working with Innovator-in-Residence Anna Bess Moyer Bell ‘06.
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“SO 
MUCH 
YES!”
By Meg Stowe,  
Director of Innovation

We are a community of “SO 
MUCH YES!” We say yes to 
bold ideas, to complex and 
potentially messy ideas. We  
say yes to those who want 
to make a difference. And 
one question, posed by two 

students, was no different. Last 
year, Cortlandt Meyerson ‘20 
and Ben Pogacar ‘20 asked if 
we would help them create a 
hackathon. Like rapid fire came 
another question, would we 
allow this hackathon to be open 
to students from across Rhode 
Island? There was a collective 
inhalation on their part, awaiting 
our response. They knew they 
were asking for something big, 
but they did not anticipate just 
how big their “Big Idea” was to 
become. That was when these 

two founders started receiving 
the first of many YESES. 

These two students and others 
wanted to learn about things 
that mattered in real-life. They 
wanted an opportunity to 
collaborate with peers from 
other schools. They wanted to 
work alongside experts and 
mentors, and they wanted 
to work on something that 
mattered. Guided by these four 
goals, the student founders and 
their committee generated an 
experience, working to tackle 
a global grand challenge that 
was powerful, meaningful, 
and resembled start-ups or 
innovation spaces around the 
country.

This fall, Rocky Hill held the 
first-ever, state-wide, social 
good hackathon for high school 

students around the theme 
of energy, titled Hack the 
Power: Reduce | Reuse | Renew. 
This experience brought 
together students from schools 
throughout Rhode Island (and 
even Canada) to participate 
in this first-ever experience. 
Teams of four-six collaborated 
with industry experts, energy 
sector partners, and educators 
to sketch, build, and pitch 
new ideas around energy 
consumption, equitable access, 
and the sustainability of power 
on our planet.

What do young people do with 
a global grand challenge like 
energy and 12 hours to work 
on it? They design, create, and 
pitch big, bold, solutions that 
would impress even the most 
experienced energy titan. 

It was inspiring to witness students tackling the 
biggest of ideas. Mentoring them to deconstruct 
challenges into surmountable smaller steps was 
rewarding. The collaboration and benevolence of 
the entire community was infectious and inspiring.

 Terry Gold ‘90 - Founder, D6 Research

Judges connect with teams at pitch event.

And what does this look like 
in action? Dry erase boards 
filled with the ideation process, 
students engaged in both 
deep conversation and laptop 
research simultaneously, meals 
taken on the fly in order to 
get back to the challenge at 
hand. Flynn transformed into 

a living laboratory, filled with 
engaged students interacting 
with mentors who were ready 
to ask the right questions, at 
just the right time, to propel the 
teams into a new stratosphere 
of thinking. 

The Rocky Hill School of today is 
working to transform education 
in response to the changing 
social, economic, and political 
landscape, where ethical 
citizens are prepared to think 
critically and communicate 
effectively to solve challenges 
that matter. How our students 
uncover, synthesize, and apply 
new knowledge and skills is of 
critical concern to our global 
community. 

There are many very real problems in this world 
and I believe that it only takes a few people to 
make a long lasting impact.

Ben Pogacar ‘20 - Co-Founder, Hack the Power 2018

SAVE THE DATE
HACKATHON 2019 

NOV. 15-16, 2019

GLOBALLY MINDED

RHS has transformed 
the power of a single 
idea. Congratulations 
to the Rocky Hill 
student founders for 
their idea to unite 
Rhode Island teens 
to solve a critical 
challenge of their time.

Lt Governor McKee

Hack the Power Co-Founder Ben Pogacar ‘20, Permanent Innovator-in-
Residence Susan Fonseca Lanham, Co-Founder Cortlandt Meyerson ‘20, 

Director of Innovation Meg Stowe

Ideation and collaboration, Lucia Caito ‘21.

Senator Whitehouse poses for a selfie with Andrew Hogan ‘23.
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I feel proud to wear a Rocky Hill School 
sports jersey because of what it means 
to be a Mariner. I’m proud of the effort 
we put in every day. I’m also proud 
because I get to represent the School 
and be a part of our winning programs. 

BJ Kerachsky ‘25

At Rocky Hill, effort doesn’t just mean being there and putting in the bare minimum. 
Effort means being present mentally and physically and doing everything you can 
until you can’t. Effort is shown through my will to never stop, the countless miles I 
put in everyday, and the smiles on my family’s faces when I play.

Tamira Lopes ‘21

Sharpe Gymnasium was packed in winter 2018, as Rocky Hill 
went crazy for hoops. Upper School Boys claimed an SENE 
Championship and went on to a heartbreaking 1-pt loss in the 
NEPSAC Class D Finals. 

All Upper School 2018 fall sports succeeded in 
making it to the semi-final round of their respective 
playoffs, with Middle School Soccer winning the 
Land of Fires Tournament. 

Resiliency means fighting through 
adversity. From leading my team to 
a comeback victory in our lacrosse 
championship game, to keeping my 
head high after a tough basketball 
end of season loss, I get to practice 
resiliency everyday. Playing sports at 
Rocky Hill School has made me a more 
determined and persistent athlete. 

Kobe Polley ‘20

PLAYERS BECOME THE COACHES
Rocky Hill School has a rich tradition of re-engaging 
our local athletic alumni to come back and share their 
expertise with the next class of Mariners. Below is a list 
of alumni coaches from the 2018 year alone!

 Jared Zimmer ‘89 MS Lacrosse & Soccer 

 Trixie Webber Dumas ‘81 US Field Hockey & MS Lacrosse

 Chelsey Frost ‘10 MS Field Hockey

 Monica Iacono Boss ‘91 US Lacrosse & MS Field Hockey

 Alex Champagne ‘04 MS Soccer & Basketball

 Lauren Marsh Bush ‘02 MS Tennis (not pictured)

 Kristen McLimans Mitchell ‘02 MS Basketball (not pictured)

Spring 2018 saw many team and individual successes for the Mariners. 
Upper School Boys Varsity Lacrosse took home a SENE Championship, 
while Rocky Hill also snagged SENE Lacrosse Player of the Year honors on 
both the male and female side: Charlotte Boss ‘22 and Griffin Spinney ‘20. 

THE MARINER WAY is the standard to which we hold 
every player, coach, and staff member accountable. The pillars of 
Resiliency, Effort, and Pride are what we lean on to make decisions 
in every game, every practice, every training session. The Athletics 
program at Rocky Hill School is more than what you do. It’s how 
you do it, that attention to process that helps us each reach and 
exceed our capabilities.

ATHLETICS

Rocky Hill School Athletics
The Mariner Way
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THE ARTS

AWARDS
The Rocky Hill Art Department is 
pleased to announce that several 
students won Rhode Island 
Scholastic Art Awards.

Gold Key: 
Jasper Summers ‘21 - ceramics 

Silver Key: 
George Kass ‘20 - ceramics 
Olivia Massotti ‘20 - mixed-media 
Helen Pan ‘19 - photography 

Honorable Mention: 
Stefania Andreev ‘21 - painting 
Cole Larimer ‘20 - ceramics 
Steven Lora ‘19 - ceramics

Top left: Helen Pan ‘19; Top right: Jasper Summers ‘21;  
Bottom left: Olivia Massotti ‘20; Bottom right: George 
Kass ‘20

STELLAR PERFORMANCE
The Upper School Chorus dazzled 
audiences when they sang in two 
performances of “A Christmas 
Carol” at Trinity Repertory theater.

NEW RECORDING STUDIO 
Thanks to generous contributions 
by Mr. John Ponte, the Lehouiller 
family, and an anonymous family, 
the School installed a new recording 
studio in the music room in the 
Campbell Center. 

EMPTY BOWLS
The Middle School students turned 
a year-long, multi-disciplinary 
Project Based Learning study of 
poverty into a powerful artwork 
display that brought awareness 
to the impact of poverty in our 
communities. In February, students 
researched farms, schools and 
food pantries. They then made 
papier–mâché and ceramic bowls 
and created a full art installation 
featuring the bowls which taught 
viewers about food insufficiency. 
The event culminated with students 
preparing soup recipes they had 
created for the food pantry and 
collecting donations for the food 
pantry as well.

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL CHORAL FESTIVAL
In November our Middle School Chorus participated in the Independent School 
Choral Festival in Providence. Following rave reviews last year, Rocky Hill was 
asked to perform first with their solo piece. This was a great honor and our kids 
performed magnificently. 

DECKHANDS THEATER COMPANY
The Deckhands Theater Company presented the musical comedy Curtains 
this March. The cast and crew did an amazing job converting Campbell into 
the 1950s whodunnit setting of a fictional cowboy musical. The evening was 
complete with impressive singing, dancing, and laugh-out-loud comedy.
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NEW FAMILY PORTAL LAUNCHES
This fall, our parents were invited to 
create accounts in our new Family 
Portal. Hosted by Veracross, it is 
the school database and provides 
parents access to student schedules, 
the Rocky Hill community directory, 
and divisional news. This is just one 
of the ways we are using technology 
to help our families stay connected.

STUDENTS TO ISSF
Three students, Gregory  
Tatevian ‘21, Lily Kutcher ‘21, and 
Jacob Pogacar ‘19, and two science 
faculty, Pam Matson and Andy 
Hoffman-Patalona, attended the 
International Student Science Fair 
at the Illinois Math and Science 
Academy. Rocky Hill School was one 
of just four United States schools 
in attendance. Students listened 
to student project presentations 
from around the world, perused 
the fair, participated in workshops, 
and attended presentations by 
world-famous scientists and activists. 
The theme of the fair focused on 
the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals of clean water 
and sanitation, world hunger, and 
affordable and clean energy.

SERVICE TRIP TO PUERTO RICO
A team of 21 Upper School students visited Puerto Rico this August for a service 
trip organized by the Interact Community Service Club. The club raised funds 
to support the trip and made connections with several local non-profits that 
they supported during the trip. The students helped assemble and deliver  
packages to needy people in Aguadilla for Puerto Rico Rises; worked at Finca 
Hekiti Agroforestry Cacao Farm where they helped clear a pineapple grove and 
plot cacao tree plantings; and visited Tainasoy Apiario’s Earthship Puerto Rico 
project, a sustainable, hurricane-proof house made of recycled materials. The 
trip was impactful, educational, and provided cultural experiences the students 
will always remember.

20TH ANNIVERSARY FALL CLASSIC
The Annual Fall Classic celebrated a 
successful 20th anniversary in September. 
A fun day and evening was had by all at 
the Quidnessett Country Club. Thanks to 
the support of Rocky Hill friends, vendors, 
and families, we raised more than $68,000 
for innovation programs, athletics, and 
tuition assistance. Thank you!

A TED TALK PRESENTER IN OUR MIDST
Congratulations to Isabella Robinson ‘20 on being selected as the first high 
school student to be included in a panel of speakers for TEDxURI Change it Up. 
Bella competed against more than 100 college students and professionals to 
secure this much honored spot on the panel, which took place in February. The 
mission of TEDxURI is to share powerful stories of imagination, innovation, and 
integrity that will inspire others to Think Big. 

MAKING CARING COMMON 

Sam Weiler ’20 and Jannessa  
Ya ‘22 were selected to serve on 
the Harvard Graduate School 
of Education 2018-2019 Youth 
Advisory Board for the Making 
Caring Common Project. The board 
represents a diverse group of high 
school students from across the 
country who are committed to 
making schools more just, caring, 
and respectful places, and will work 
to implement year-long projects 
to develop their leadership skills 
and cultivate a culture of kindness 
in their schools and communities. 
The 25 members of the 2018-2019 
board were selected from a pool of 
more than 220 applicants in grades 
9-12 in the United States. Sam and 
Jannessa are the only students 
selected from Rhode Island.

AROUND THE ROCK

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP 
CORPORATION SEMIFINALIST
Congratulations to Esteban Wu ’19 
who has been named a National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation Semifinalist, and 
to Jake Watson ’19 who received a Letter 
of Commendation. Of the 1.6 million 
entrants, some 50,000 with the highest 
PSAT/NMSQT® Selection Index scores 
qualify for recognition in the National 
Merit® Scholarship Program. Of those 
50,000, about 34,000 receive Letters of 
Commendation and the remaining 16,000 
students are named Semifinalists and go 
on to compete for scholarships.

FUTURE FORUM 3
11th graders Christoff Bandele, 
Pascale Burnett, Willa Geoghegan, 
Nick McConnell, and Isabella 
Robinson, attended Future Forum 
3 at Hope High School. The forum 
provided an opportunity for students 
to interact with industry experts from 
diverse backgrounds about the impact 
of artificial intelligence on the job 
market. The professionals talked about 
how advanced technology is currently 
impacting their industry and which 
skills will be essential for people in the 
near future.

NEW LIGHTING THANKS TO 
CLASS OF 2018

The students and parents of the 
Class of 2018 designated their 
senior class gift to install new 
lighting along the pathway to the 
student parking lot. The new lights 
installed this summer enhance 
campus safety and the environment.

ROBOTICS MEETS NASA
Thanks to the support of Brad Davey ’89, the Lower School robotics team had 
the unique opportunity to Skype with NASA astronaut Kjell Lindgren and ask 
him questions about his experiences in orbit. Kjell spent 120 days aboard the 
International Space Station in 2015. The team, led by 4th Grade Teacher Charlie 
Laurent, studied the effects of long-term space travel on an astronaut’s physical 
and mental health as part of their First Lego League Robotics Challenge. Rocky 
Hill was also a host site for one of the competition rounds.
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RONALD K. MACHTLEY
The Honorable Ronald K. 
Machtley, President of Bryant 
University, addressed the 
class as commencement 
speaker. He shared practical 
advice such as buying a 
planner, taking exciting 
courses early on, and 
befriending at least one 
professor who could become 
an advocate.

The front lawn of Hopelands was the setting for Rocky Hill 
School’s 51st Commencement. With the historic elm tree and 
Greene River as a backdrop, 30 students joined the ranks of 
alumni on Friday, June 8. The Class of 2018 included stellar 
academicians, athletes, and thespians, lifers, legacies, and 
international students.

AWARDS
Lifer Award: Katlyn Conforti and Michael Santos

Alumni Athletic Achievement Award: Andrea White

Hugh D. Campbell French Prize: Ruochen “Scarlett” Chen

Spanish Language Award: Jace Cardona 

Classics Book Prize: Reese Jennings 

Foreman Award in Fine Arts: Jace Cardano 

Peggy and Henry Sharpe English Award: Abigail Costantino 

Gregor Award in Mathematics: Ding Pang 

Roberta Wintersteen Knight ‘61 Book Award: Hannah Wahl-
Dunnigan 

Dr. Richard R. MacMahon Science Award: Ding Pang 

William W. Mauran Bowl: Olivia DePasquale 

2018 COMMENCEMENT

HANNAH WAHL-DUNNIGAN
Hannah Wahl-Dunnigan addressed the 
school community as valedictorian. Hannah, 
who gained entry into the prestigious 
Brown/RISD Dual Degree program, shared 
her appreciation for the many ways in 
which her faculty supported her and her 
classmates. Students also heard from Class 
President Olivia DePasquale who announced 
the class gift of lighting for the pathway to 
the student parking lot.

THE CLASS OF 2018
JACE CARDONA**

YIWEN CHEN*

YUXUAN CHEN*

KATLYN CONFORTI

ABIGAIL COSTANTINO*

OLIVIA DEPASQUALE**

ALEXANDRA DUBS*

MADELYN DUTILLY**

MADELYN FINE*

KYLE FINN

BRANDON GREGORY*

SHAN HUANG**

AUSTIN JANDRUCKO

REESE JENNINGS**

HANNAH LAWSON**

SIZHE LI*

XIN LIU**

NICHOLAS MANGIAMELI

KATIA MENDEZ*

ALEC O’DEL*

DING PANG**

THOMAS RICCI

TINA RICHARDS

CHARLOTTE ROCH

MICHAEL SANTOS**

BRIANNA SEGERSON

RUOCHEN SHEN**

NATHANIEL TALBUTT*

HANNAH WAHL-DUNNIGAN†**

ANDREA WHITE 

 *Cum Laude  
**Magna Cum Laude  
†Valedictorian 

RICHARD S. BARKER SR. ’54 COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 
Ed Santos

The Richard S. Barker Sr. ’54 Community 
Service Award is given to an individual by the 
Head of School in recognition of continuous 
support and significant service to the Rocky 
Hill School community.

This year the award was presented to Ed 
Santos who has been a dedicated parent, 
volunteer, and advocate for Rocky Hill School 
for two decades. Ed joined the Board of 
Trustees in 2005 and served as President and 
Vice President during his 13-year tenure. He 
led Rocky Hill School through times of change 
and helped us emerge as the most exciting 
and innovative school in Rhode Island.

His commitment to serving the greater good extends beyond Rocky Hill  
School to include volunteer leadership roles at Bryant University, Crossroads 
Rhode Island, and as treasurer of Gina Raimondo’s successful campaign for 
the office of R.I. General Treasurer. He has enjoyed an extensive and successful 
career in the financial services industry and currently serves as Chairman of  
the Board of Prospect CharterCARE, among other corporate boards. In 
recognition of his service, he received the R.I. Black Heritage Society Award 
for Labor and Enterprise and the American Hospital Association’s Grassroots 
Champion Award. We deeply appreciate all that Ed and his family, Paula,  
Erica ’11, Steven ’14, and Michael ’18, have given to the school over the years.

It is a common mistake to think that succeeding in 
life does not involve failure. We might spend our 
lives trying to avoid mistakes, but it is from mistakes 
that we take the greatest lessons.

Hannah Wahl-Dunnigan ‘18
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Fellow Alumni, 

It is an honor to represent the voice of our 
more than 2,000 RHS alumni living and working 
around the world. 

The RHS Alumni Association, in conjunction 
with the Alumni office, organizes numerous 
events, programs, and volunteer opportunities 
both locally and regionally. Whether you make 
a monetary donation or donate your time, 
the support of fellow and future alum will help us all and enable RHS to 
continue on as the great educational institution it is today. Take a look 
at the opportunities noted below and consider how you can be more 
involved this year!

STAY CONNECTED
Facebook: If you are not a part of our RHS Alumni Association Facebook 
page, join us at facebook.com/rocky.h.alums. This is a great opportunity 
for you to learn about upcoming events, keep in touch with old 
classmates, post updates on news in your world, and more.

Join the Rocky Hill School Alumni Network on LinkedIn: linkedin.com/
groups/4709565. Make professional connections with fellow alumni and 
learn about what is happening on campus and with alumni activities.

GET INVOLVED
There are many ways for you to get involved: on committees, with regional 
events, or even as a student mentor fostering real-world internships. The 
Alumni Office and the Alumni Association welcomes your involvement 
and participation!

I want to hear from you. Send me your suggestions on how we can make 
our Alumni Association a stronger, more engaged organization, or you can 
simply send me a quick note to let me know what you’ve been up to. 

Please join me as we challenge ourselves to be the best RHS ambassadors 
for our alma mater.

Lauren Friedman Koblick ‘02 
RHS Alumni Association President 
laurenkoblick@gmail.com

ROCKY HILL SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP 
The Rocky Hill School Alumni Association established a scholarship to be awarded annually to an alumni 
child or grandchild who best embodies the qualities of a Rocky Hill School student through outstanding 
scholarship, sportsmanship, or citizenship. Recipients of the alumni scholarship must demonstrate a financial 
need as stipulated by Rocky Hill School’s financial aid policies and procedures. Applications for financial 
assistance will be filed with School and Student Services (SSS). The alumni scholarship will be used toward 
tuition only.

2017-2019  
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

President 
Lauren Friedman Koblick ’02

Vice President 
Maria Charbonneau Danckert ’12

Treasurer 
Sarah Taylor Dumas ’10

Secretary 
Sarah Knowles ’08

Immediate Past President  
Sarah Shaw Siskin ’78

BOARD AT LARGE

Dane Ardente ’12

Lauren Marsh Bush ’02

Ernest “Remy” Corvese ’08

Tory Dumas ’10

Trixie Webber Dumas ’81

Lauren Gertz ’12

Sally Kenyon Grant ’87

Phil Hackett ’10

Hannah Knowles ’08

Alex Mackinger ’04

Kristin McLimans Mitchell ’02

Jonathan Pine ’11

Keith Ranaldi ‘99

Erica Santos ’11

Kristin Walburg Urbach ’87 

OUTSTANDING ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Kristin Walburg Urbach ’87

The Outstanding Alumni 
Award recognizes an alum 
who has made significant 
contributions to the life of 
the School and has, since he 
or she left Rocky Hill School, 
made their mark in the 
world. This year, the award 
was presented to Kristin 
Walburg Urbach ’87.

After Rocky Hill, Kristin 
attended Sweet Briar 
College and then settled 
in Washington, D.C. where 
she served as Director 
of Human Resources at 
The American Enterprise 
Institute and then as 
Director of Service Excellence at George Washington University 
Hospital. While in D.C., she was active in the Junior League and 
served on their board as president. Kristin returned to the Ocean 
State to work as the Director of Product Marketing and New 
Business Development for Tunstall Americas, and in May 2015 
Kristin took her current role as the Executive Director of the North 
Kingstown Chamber of Commerce. Through the years, Kristin 
has maintained a strong relationship with Rocky Hill as an active 
member of the alumni board. She also finds many opportunities 
to highlight the School in the broader community and has been 
an adviser for several student projects. Thank you, Kristin, for your 
outstanding contributions to Rocky Hill School and the Rhode 
Island communities you serve every day.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
STANDING COMMITTEES

• Nominating Committee

• Scholarship Committee

• Bylaw Committee

ALUMNI ACTIVITIES AND 
OTHER COMMITTEES

• Rhode Island; Boston; New 
York; Washington, DC; or a 
location near you

• Brick Fundraising Committee

• Rocky Hill Fund Volunteer

• March Madness Sponsor

• Alumni Association Board 
Member 

• Nominations: Spring 2019

• Orient Express Gala:  
May 18, 2019

• Alumni Reunion: June 8, 2019

• Alumni Association 
Scholarship Fund Auction 
Committee

• Fall Classic Golf, Tennis, 
and Auction Committee: 
September 23, 2019

• Homecoming:  
September 28, 2019

• Annual Alumni Basketball 
Games: January 2020

Do you have an idea for an alumni 
event or activity? Please let us know!

Back Row: Keith Ranaldi ‘99; Monica Iacono Boss ‘91, Board Vice President; Jim Tracy, 
Former Head of School; Don McCaughey, Board President; Liz Isdale, Director of 
Alumni Relations; Beth DeGerlia, Assistant Head of School for External Affairs

Front Row: Hannah Knowles ‘08; Sarah Knowles ’08, Alumni Board Secretary;  
Lauren Friedman Koblick ‘02, RHS Alumni Association President; Maria  
Charbonneau Danckert ‘12, Alumni Board Vice President; Lauren Marsh Bush ‘02, 
2018 Reunion Chair
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CLASS NEWS

1955
LUCY HODGSON 
“I have moved with husband Cervin 
Robinson from New York City to 
Wakefield, RI permanently. Still working 
at sculpture and works on paper. My 
last solo exhibition was in 2018 at the 
SOHO20 gallery in Brooklyn, NY.”

1959 60TH REUNION

JEFFREY P. ELLIS  

“Hack the Power on campus was great 
fun! Two promotions in the family: Seth 
to Deputy Fire Chief, Westfield, MA; 
Ian, USN, to Petty Officer First Class.”

1967
1967 Scribe: Lucy Tillman, alumni@rockyhill.org

1968
1968 Scribe: Nancy Hoxsie Mead,  
nancyhmead@gmail.com

1969 50TH REUNION
1969 Scribe: Christine Hoxsie Morris,  
alumni@rockyhill.org

1970
1970 Scribe: Scribe needed,  
alumni@rockyhill.org

1971
1971 Scribe: Roger Ray, rray4@cox.net

LUCA RAZZA  

“Leo St. Onge ‘71 and I took a quick 
summer trip at the end of August…
went to Denver, CO to visit with Julie 
(Bambi)Goodhue ‘71…she moved 
to CO years ago and now has her 
own Interior Design firm…lots of fun 
catching up…from there Leo and I 
bopped over to Las Vegas for some 
well deserved R&R…all in all, a special 
trip being able to spend time with my 
childhood friends!”

1972
1972 Scribe: Lori Silverstein Dorsey,  
oreocatri@cox.net

1973
1973 Scribe: Catherine Tingley Fairbairn,  
alumni@rockyhill.org

BARBARA STRASSMAN 
“My dream has come true!  
A healing center...a spiritual center 
of transformation and healing! My 
background in comparative religions, 
my intuitive gifts, and all the trainings  
in various alternative healing modalities 
has come together in the center.  
I am so grateful, so blessed and I love 
sharing all the knowledge and healings 
each and every day. I live in Sharon, MA 
and my healing center is in N. Easton, 
MA. My two sons and my six adorable 
grandchildren live in MA as well.”

1974 45TH REUNION
1974 Scribe: Joyce Hempstead,  
jhempstead56@gmail.com

1975
1975 Scribe: Donna Tocco Greenaway, 
dgreenaway@cox.net

DONNA TOCCO GREENAWAY 

“I recently moved to Arizona and 
am enjoying the Sonoran Desert, 
particularly the hiking! As class scribe, 
please note I have a new email and a 
new mailing address.

PO Box 1031, Waddell, AZ 85355  
dtoccogreenaway@gmail.com”

ROY BENNET  
Roy Bennett is currently working 
with Lady Gaga for her Las Vegas 
residency Enigma at the Park MGM. 
He is also working on current tours 
for Ariana Grande and Kelly Clarkson. 
This past April, Roy was inducted 
into the Rhode Island Music Hall of 
Fame’s Class of 2018 in the Technical/
Lighting category. Roy’s career has 
been remarkable, starting with Prince 
and continuing on to be the production 
designer and creative director for some 
of music’s most iconic figures including 
Paul McCartney, The Who, Queen, 
Van Halen, David Bowie, Faith Hill, 
Tim McGraw, Madonna, Bruno Mars, 
Beyonce, and Jay-Z. He has also  
been working on the upcoming BTS 
stadium shows. 

1976
1976 Scribe: Mary Jean Keelber Roche,  
mjmom02@aol.com

1977
1977 Scribe: Susan Magee Rinebolt,  
suebru1212@juno.com

1978
1978 Scribe: Sarah Shaw Siskin,  
forked427@comcast.net

KARL WADENSTEN  

“2018 has been an exciting year for 
our family. My wife, Kymberly, and I 
watched our son Sven graduate from 
Northeastern and move on to graduate 
engineering studies at the University 
of RI. Our youngest, Magnus, has 
entered his senior year at Wheeler 
School, Lars is continuing business 
studies at URI, and following her 2016 
graduation from Salve Regina, Tatum is 
working full time at VIBCO in Marketing 
and Operations Management. We 
celebrated our 56th year in business at 
VIBCO this fall and have continued with 

free tours of our facility highlighting 
Lean Manufacturing or Strengths 
based techniques that enable other 
companies to learn and grow by 
focusing on continuous improvements. 
At the state level, I continue my work 
helping Rhode Island’s government 
to function Lean by working as Rhode 
Island Mentoring Officer on the Lean 
Steering Committee. I continue to 
teach at URI in the evenings so come 
and sign-up for SIX SIGMA LEAN, a 
great operational process driven class. 
In 2019, VIBCO will host three Shingo 
Institute Workshops; Continuous 
Improvement, Enterprise Alignment & 
Results and Build Excellence. We invite 
you to sign up for these fascinating 
courses. Contact events@vibco.com for 
more information.”

1979 40TH REUNION
1979 Scribe: Charlotte Pillsbury Wood, 
charlottepwood@comcast.net

DANIEL J. BENTLEY  

Daniel lives in McKinney, TX and is 
an SVP with Bank of America. He is 
involved in the largest mortgage 
platform migration ever completed in 
the banking industry. Dan has extended 
his extensive academic degrees, by 
completing a B.S. in Business Analytics 
(Summa Cum Laude). His daughter 
Hope graduates high school this year. 
He and his wife Carolyn visit the school 
each summer, and look forward to the 
upcoming reunion and seeing dear 
friends.

ANDREA V. BORDEN GILLESPIE 

I’ve spent the last three years traveling to 
Patagonia, the Arctic and sailing through 
icebergs in Greenland to photograph 
the otherworldly beauty of icebergs. I 
wrote a bit about my journey online (and 
you can see photographs). Professional 
name: Alexiandrea Borden.

https://healthinharmony.org/ 
2018/11/14/sailing-through-icebergs-
with-health-in-harmony-and-asri

ROBERT L. HEMPSTEAD  

“I am currently Captain of the M/S 
Symphony of the Seas, which is the 
newest ship in the Royal Caribbean fleet 
and the largest cruise ship in the world. 
As the first captain of the Symphony I, 
as well as a core team, were involved 
in the last stages of construction, sea 
trials, and ultimately launching her into 
service last April 2018.”

1980
1980 Scribe: Mary Lynne Kennedy,  
MLKMDW@gmail.com

1981
1981 Scribe: Lisa Batty Spicuzza,  
spicuzza2@cox.net

1982
1982 Scribe: Pamela Timperley Buckenmaier, 
alumni@rockyhill.org

1983
1983 Scribe: Jo-Anne Coghlin Intrator,  
jcintrator@comcast.net

1984 35TH REUNION
1984 Scribe: Erin E. Clement,  
eec0715@cox.net

JONATHAN B. HOUGH  

Jonathan is looking forward to seeing 
everyone in June, to celebrate the class’ 
35th reunion! Jonathan’s daughter, 
Ella, is his highlight for 2018. She is 
doing well at Miss Porter’s School (10th 
grade), has excellent grades, volunteers 
with admissions, enjoys squash and 
golf teams, is headed to India for a 
service trip in July, and will most likely 
complete her junior year abroad...All 
eyes on Annapolis - the class of 2025 is 
her objective.

ELIZABETH A. MULLEN  

Lisa Ekman Mullen lives in Scituate, MA 
with husband, Richard. Their children 
are growing fast. Garrett, 21, is a junior 
at Indiana University; Alexandra, 19, is 
a sophomore at Elon; and Harrison, 17, 
is a junior at Scituate High School. She 
looks forward to catching up with long-
time friends at reunion.

1985
1985 Scribe: Elisabeth Brown,  
Zeph2Pixie@yahoo.com

1986
1986 Scribe: Lauren Smith,  
smith.lauren_m@yahoo.com

1987
1987 Scribe: Sally Kenyon Grant,  
sallykenyongrant@gmail.com

1988
1988 Scribe: Spurgeon Thompson, 
spurgeonthompson@hotmail.com

1989 30TH REUNION
1989 Scribes: Rhaea N. Photopoulos,  
rhaea31@yahoo.com; Mia Ann Caetano Johnson, 
mcaetanojohnson@verizon.net
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HOPE SHOLES-PINDER 

“My husband, Chip, and I welcomed  
our daughter Penelope Eve Pinder  
on August 5, 2018 into this wild and 
crazy world.”

DAVID URSILLO  

David Ursillo ‘04 is pictured enjoying  
the new RHS 8th grade artwork on 
display at the Nook Coffee House in 
downtown EG! 

2005
2005 Scribe: Kate (Corvese) Noelte,  
kate.corvese@gmail.com

UMBERTO E. CAPUANO  

“This year my wife, Lauren, and I 
welcomed identical twins to our  
family. Riley and Brennan were born 
January 23, 2018 weighing 4lbs., 
0oz. and 3lbs., 2oz. Both are crawling 
around and keeping us on our toes! I 
am a Senior Software Engineer at IEEE 
GlobalSpec in Albany, NY where I have 
worked for the past nine years. Lauren 
is a Library Media Specialist at Lincoln 
Elementary in Scotia, NY.”

2006
2006 Scribe: Laura-Verado Goodrich,  
Laura.verardogoodrich@gmail.com 

KATHERINE E. DENCI  

“We were excited to introduce Emma 
Grace Denci into our family at 9lbs., 
7oz., and 22 inches, at 11:58 p.m. on 
November 4, 2018. We are all in love!”

2007
2007 Scribe: Patricia L. Capuano,  
pcapuano@gmail.com;  
Courtney Lada, clada1@gmail.com

2008
2008 Scribe: Hannah C. Knowles,  
hannahcknowles@gmail.com;  
Sarah L. Knowles, sarahlknowles@gmail.com; 
Allison E. Rooney, allisonerooney@gmail.com

SARAH L. KNOWLES 

“In March 2018, Hannah ‘08, my mom 
(Jane ‘81), and I went to Florida and on 
our trip we visited fellow alumna Lauren 
Koblick ‘02 and her daughter at the 
Boca Raton Beach Club. In June 2018, 
I completed my Master’s of Education 
with a concentration in Higher 

Education Administration  
from Northeastern University. On 
October 27, 2018, I completed my 
first half marathon (Cape Cod Half 
Marathon) which happened to take 
place during a nor’easter with wind 
speeds over 25 mph. I finished in 
1:43:54, averaging a 7:55 pace. Hannah 
‘08 was there cheering me on!”

KATHLEEN B. COTTA FELDI 

Kathleen married Anton Feldi at  
Ocean Cliff in Newport on Sunday,  
July 8, 2018.

STEVEN W. TILLEY 

“I married Heather Kristjanson of 
Alliston, Ontario, Canada on July 7th!”

2009 10TH REUNION
2009 Scribe: Ellie Sharpe, esharpe77@gmail.com

CLASS NEWS

1990
1990 Scribe: Scribe needed,  
alumni@rockyhill.org

GREGORY B. BLASBALG  
“I was just re-elected to my second 
term on the North Kingstown School 
Committee and selected as its 
chairman by its members.”

SULEV A. SUVARI  
“This past fall, I relocated from 
Washington D.C. to Palo Alto, CA. I am 
enjoying the Bay Area and being close 
to the ocean again, albeit the Pacific.”

1991
1991 Scribe: Liana Magner,  
liana.magner@mercer.com

1992
1992 Scribe: Crystel Siebel Hoyt,  
girtthesquirt@aol.com

1993
1993 Scribe: Lisa Dorson Borge,  
lrborge@gmail.com

1994 25TH REUNION
1994 Scribe: Tracey Brown Banach,  
tracey_eb@hotmail.com

1995
1995 Scribe: Rebecca M. Krasnof,  
kransnof@gmail.com

1996
1996 Scribe: Erica Harrington Perkoski, 
ericaharrington@msn.com

MICHAELA J. KELLY 
“Now that our kids are both in college 
(Mason, RIC and Maggie, U of AZ), Rob 
and I have decided to sell our SoCal 
ranch and move back to New England. 
Starting January 2019 we will reside 
in South Newfane, VT. We’re bringing 
our two cats, three dogs, and three 
horses with us. I am lucky enough to 
have a job that allows for remote work, 
and so my job in sales will not change 
(this December I celebrate 11 years 
with ID Analytics!). Once settled, Rob 
will continue his real estate activities: 
primarily flipping smaller, neglected 
properties into affordable homes.  

We’re looking forward to the snow,  
and to catching up with old friends  
in the area!”

1997
1997 Scribe: Marianne C. SanAntonio, 
msanantonio@mail.une.edu

1998
1998 Scribe: Katherine Hoagland Scott,  
ks42780@gmail.com

1999 20TH REUNION
1999 Scribe: Megan Andreozzi Fox,  
mcandreozzi@gmail.com

KEITH RANALDI 
“I’m the 2019 RHS Reunion Committee 
Chair, so let’s have some fun. To get 
involved call/text/email:  
(401) 793-0528, keith@fabnewport.org. 
I am currently working as an Innovation 
Officer for FabNewport/ PVD Young 
Makers, and an Educational Consultant 
for RI Office of Innovation. I also bought 
a house in Warwick.

2000
2000 Scribe: Stephanie Soscia Kalb,  
ssoscia@gmail.com

2001
2001 Scribe: Bridget Sullivan Garmisa, 
BSullivanRD@gmail.com

2002
2002 Scribe: Kristin McLimans Mitchell, 
kmitchell1226@gmail.com

LAUREN FRIEDMAN KOBLICK  

We welcomed Dylan Blake Koblick  
to our family on December 3, 2018.  
Big sister Madison is enjoying our  
new addition. 

2003
2003 Scribe: Nicholas Pereira, NickFP@gmail.com

ALISHA NEWTON SCHOPP 

“We closed on our new home the day 
before Thanksgiving, and celebrated 
our two year wedding anniversary with 
the news that we are expecting our  
first child in May. Lots to be thankful  
for this year!”

2004 15TH REUNION
2004 Scribe: Kristin Kacewicz Clarke,  
kskacewicz@gmail.com; Kathryn A. Donnelly, 
kathryndonn@gmail.com

MATTHEW J. SARNOFF  

“I live in Seattle and I’m a principal 
software engineer at a startup called 
Glowforge. When I started there were 
eight of us, now we have ten times 
that! I married my longtime girlfriend 
Christel this summer and we had an 
awesome wedding in San Francisco. 
Fellow ‘04 classmates Shaun Hogan 
and Glenn Morrow were my best men.  
I don’t get to come back to RI that 
often, but when I do, the three of us 
always hang out together like the good 
old days.”
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CLASS NEWS

2010
2010 Scribe: Sarah Taylor, staylor7@conncoll.edu

BREANNA LYNCH 

“I am in the middle of my second year 
of teaching French to grades 7-12 
at Hopkins Academy. I am currently 
working on a post masters certificate 
through the University of New England 
and enjoying spending time with my 
dog, Ruby. I spent a couple weeks in 
Lyon, France this past summer and am 
excited to return to France in the fall 
with my students.”

SARAH TAYLOR AND TORY DUMAS 

Sarah Taylor ‘10 and Tory Dumas ‘10 
were married on September 8, 2018 
at the Colony House in Newport, RI. 
They were joined by family, friends, and 
many Rocky Hill alumni, faculty,  
and staff.

2011
2011 Scribe: Stephanie Mattioli, 
mattiolistephanie@gmail.com

 

DORIAN A. MORALES 
“Well I just moved out to Hawaii to 
work with a solar company. I have been 
working in solar since I graduated. I 
really love it and I’m doing my best to 
create a rewarding career in energy.”

ERICA SANTOS 

Erica Santos is going to be running the 
Boston Marathon in 2019 with the Tufts 
Marathon Team. She has three goals: 
“1. Beat her 2015 time 2. Raise $7,500 
to benefit research in nutrition science 
and disease prevention. 3. Get another 
legendary race photo.” Go Erica!

2012
2012 Scribe: Shannon M. O’Rourke,  
Sorourke774@alumni.rwu.edu

CHRISTINA LEAHY 

Christina Leahy is enrolled in the 
Franklin Pierce University Physician 
Assistant Program Class of 2020. 
In December 2018, at the Lebanon 
Center, she received her short 
white coat in a ceremony held at the 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center. 
Congratulations! On to rotations! Good 
luck, Christina!

2013
2013 Scribe: Courtney Harrington, 
cmharrington94@gmail.com

RYAN GILBANE 

Photo: A nice guy named Ahmed let me 
get on his camel for this pic.” 

“So I graduated this past June (one 
year later than my classmates because 
of the gap year I took), and have been 
traveling around the world since the 
beginning of October! I’m in Egypt 
for a couple of days on my way from 
South Africa to Nepal to trek up to 
Mt Everest base camp. I worked as a 
wildland firefighter this past summer 
to save money for the trip and am 
planning on traveling throughout Asia 
until February when I’ll come back to 
the US!”

2014 5TH REUNION
2014 Scribe: Kayla DiSegna,  
kayhdisegna@gmail.com

JOHN LEYDEN 

John Leyden was an ACE student for 
years and credits the program with 
preparing him for the rigors of college. 
Kathy Priest was invited to John’s 
graduation from Barry University in 
Miami, FL in December. He graduated 
Cum Laude in arts and sciences. He 
plans to become a psychologist and go 
to graduate school.

2015
2015 Scribe: Amanda Siegel, 
amanda_siegel@brown.edu

BRENNA E. MILLER 
Maureen Miller reported that Brenna 
graduated from Clemson University.

2016
2016 Scribe: Lauren Silva, silva.la@husky.neu.edu

DOUGLAS COCHRAN  

Douglas is enjoying his third year at 
RIT as a civil engineering technology 
major. He is embarking on his degree 
required co-op this January through 
August with P.J. Keating Company at 
their Cranston, RI location. P.J. Keating, 
a subsidiary of CRH Americas, is a 
leading manufacturer of construction 
earth products and installer of hot mix 
asphalt. Douglas also had great success 
this season on the water, sailing with 
the crew from RIT. The highlight of 
the season was when he and his team 
placed 3rd at the 2018 Intercollegiate 
Offshore Regatta hosted by the Storm 
Trysail Foundation and the Larchmont 
Yacht Club. Douglas was the skipper of 
J109 - USA 146 / Hamburg.

ALLISON DEGERLIA 

”After a busy first semester at Ursinus, 
I packed up my dorm room and 
prepared for a semester abroad at the 
University of Hyderabad in India. I left 
the day after Christmas and will be here 
until early May. The experience has 
been unforgettable. I wanted to enjoy 
a completely different culture and 
get out of my comfort zone. Beyond 
the new friends and a new cultural 
experience, I have been fortunate to 
see many amazing sites in the cities of 
Hyderabad, Kochi, Goa, Varanasi, and 
Hampi so far. A favorite experience 
was a recent opportunity to attend an 
Indian wedding. This is me in a saree, 
a traditional dress worn for special 
occasions.”

JENNA N. O’DEL  
Jenna shared that she is pursuing her 
undergraduate degree at the University 
of New Hampshire, B.Sc in Wildlife 
and Conservation Biology. She got to 
help research the winter tick, which 
is hurting the New Hampshire moose 
population. She worked north of the 
White Mountains. 
 
TYLER H. GATES  

“I have created my own company.  
I work for clients performing aerial 
photography and videography.  
These clients range in fields  
from YouTube creators to real estate 
agents, inspectors, and wedding 
planners. I have a website:  
Gatesaerialimaging.com and an 
Instagram: @gatesaerialimaging.  
Don’t hesitate to contact me with 
questions!”

2017
2017 Scribe: Sadie Reimer,  
SadieReimer@gmail.com

KAYLYNN POLLEY  
Kaylynn Polley is majoring in 
Environmental Science and minoring 
in Education at the University of 
Rhode Island. She had the amazing 
opportunity to spend her winter 
studying biodiversity in Indonesia 
and was an intern in the spring for the 
“SMILE” program where she mentored 
5th graders through different outdoor 

science subjects. Kaylynn is Vice 
President of URI’s sustainability 
organization, and is an executive  
board member of Alpha Phi Omega.

SARA GASROW  
Tyler Gates ‘16 and Sara Gasrow ‘17  
attended the 2019 Consumer 
Electronics Show (CES) in Las Vegas, 
Nevada this January with the Johnson 
& Wales University Technology 
Entrepreneurship Club. CES is the 
world’s largest consumer trade show, 
with over 180,000 total attendees 
this year, and over 4,500 exhibiting 
companies.

2018 1ST REUNION
2018 Scribe: Hannah Lawson,  
hmlawson00@gmail.com

RUOCHEN SHEN  
“I am Scarlett Shen, a member of Rocky 
Hill School class of 2018. I am now 
studying at the College of Arts and 
Science at New York University. At the 
current stage of my academic career,  
I am planning to pursue a major in 
Public Policy and a minor in French 
Studies. Specifically, I am interested in 
the field of study of urban planning and 
environmental activism. I am a member 
of the NYU executive board of Sprout 
Up NYC, a non-profit environmental 
education program for elementary 
students throughout New York City.  
I also have a connection with the Urban 
Design and Architecture Society and 
the department of Arts & Public Policy 
under NYU Tisch. 

Here at NYU, my favorite courses I 
am taking for the fall semester are an 
intro course to sociolinguistics and a 
seminar course called Political Gesture: 
From Art to Activism. During my first 
semester of college, I changed my 
mind three times on what major I am 
going to pursue. I got my mind set on 
Public Policy, thanks to the courses I 
am taking that greatly interested me; 
there are a few compromises involved 
when it comes to decision-making 
without doubt. Being a college student 
in New York City, I spend quite an 
amount of time exploring interesting 
spots in the neighborhoods that range 
from Argentinian cafes to garden 
cemeteries. Outside my academic life,  
I practice yoga on a regular basis, as 
well as network through coffee chats 
and attend a variety of events. In 2019, 
I am planning to apply for a semester 
of study away in Paris, where I expect 
to focus on expanding my French and 
studio art skills.”
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HOMECOMING

Homecoming Weekend added a new tradition to the mix 
on Friday with the first Blue & White Night. Thanks to the 
RHS Boosters and the Athletic Department, the campus 
was buzzing during and after the athletic games. The 
festivities included offerings from The Galley (RHS’s new 
food cart), fire pits, games, prizes, and giveaways. Food 
trucks were also a big hit with the crowd and rounded 
out the festival atmosphere. The Rocky Hill School Alumni 
Association provided smores for the making. And thanks 
to the Lower School collection, we had plenty of sticks on 
hand to use for roasting the marshmallows. 

On that Saturday, Head of School Diane Rich welcomed 
the crowd, applauding our Middle School teams who all 
had victories on the playing field earlier in the day. Diane 

expressed her appreciation for the community and the 
warm welcome she received as the new Head of School. 
She also took the opportunity to thank the Class of 2018 
and their parents for sponsoring the Pathway Lighting 
project that had been installed over the summer, 
lighting the way to the student parking lot. Upper School 
students provided fun games for all in attendance and 
our parents were helpful volunteers throughout the day.

Rain or shine, the alumni made a splash on campus this 
year. More than 50 alumni and their families attended 
Homecoming and a core group played in the alumni 
soccer and field hockey games. On the fields, the field 
hockey game resulted in a win for the alumni with a 
score of 4 to 1. The soccer game ended up being a co-
ed game where the alumni lost to the varsity team by a 
score of 3 to 1. Everyone had a great time and it was so 
nice to see so many alumni, students, faculty, and friends 
gather under the tents afterward for a warm bowl of chili 
and hot cider.

We capped off a busy weekend on Sunday with the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation JDRF One Walk. 
Hundreds of people came to campus to walk, spread 
awareness, and raise funds for JDRF. Our students and 
families participated as walkers, volunteers, and guest 
speakers. It was a fabulous weekend for the entire  
school community.

Save the date for Homecoming Weekend:  
September 27-28, 2019

Back row: Elsa Block ‘20, Eve Weiner ‘20, Lily Kerachsky ’22, Charlotte Boss ’22, Monica Iacono Boss ’91, Sarah Knowles ’08, Maria 
Charbonneau Danckert ’12, Chelsey Frost ’10, Ande Frost, Hannah Knowles ’08, Allison DeGerlia ’16, Trixie Webber Dumas ’81, Traci 
Fairchild, Lizzie Hayes ’22, Taylor Cote ’21, Natalie Wilson ‘22, Jaylene Lanzot ‘19, Sinead Burnett ‘21
Front Row: Sara Laurent ‘21, Jordan Lanowy ‘21, Savannah Burnett ‘23, Katie Kerachsky ‘23, Hannah Boss ‘23, Sydney Boss ‘23, Alexis 
Cote ’23, Aura Rizzo, Faythe Schulte ’19, Chloe Ponte ‘19, Jannessa Ya ’22, Grace Starosciak ‘21 

Back row: Nick DiGiando ‘97, Ben Lanowy ‘16, Giles Lanowy ‘17, Jeremy Thomas ‘95, Ted Comerford ‘95  
and son, Alejandro Rojas ’17, Coach Kurt Heise
Front Row: Coach Josh Schatz, Erica Santos ’11, Jared Zimmer ’89, Kamusu Zean ‘14, Shawn Kerachsky,  
RHS friend

Dana Borelli-Murray and daughter Scout ’31 enjoyed the 
smores provided by the RHS Alumni Association. Middle School field hockey game during Homecoming Weekend.

Homecoming
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Peter Verrecchia ‘78, Janina D’Abate ‘78, 
and Karl Wadensten ‘78

FACULTY & STAFF  
Back row: Beth DeGerlia, Missy Walker, Patty Pontarelli, Mike Lawson, Whitney Barker, Matt Gnolfo, Meg Stowe, Maria Altiere,  
Kristin Mitchell ‘02, Donna Tocco Greenaway ‘75, Trixie Webber Dumas ‘81, Mike Jedrey, Roxanne Card, Kevan Patel, and Liz Isdale 
Middle row: Art Entwistle, Jim Tracy, Jane Knowles, Belinda Snyman, Barbara Streuli, Barbara Cardano
Front row: Sean Tinsley, Maureen Fahey, Cathy Washburn, and Andy Washburn

REUNION

Vance Wyatt and Monica Frey Fournier ‘88 

Nancy Hoxsie Mead ‘58, Mary Jane  
Long ‘71, Leo St. Onge ‘71, Paul Sacco ‘71, 
and Luca Razza ‘71

Andy Washburn, Remy Corvese ‘08,  
David Curtis ‘08, Cathy Washburn, Ted 
Broderick ‘08, Tim Papa ‘08, and Bakhtiyar 
Baidaralin ‘08

Nick Charbonneau ‘13, Angelo Gemma ‘13, 
Robbie Petteruti ‘13, Sven Wadensten ‘13, 
and Bradley Adam ‘13

Rocky Hill School’s 2018 Alumni Reunion was 
held on June 2nd. Alumni, faculty, and friends 
celebrated together on campus on this beautiful 
day. We recognized milestone alumni classes 
ending in 3’s and 8’s, and the retirements of Math 
Department Chair Maureen Fahey and Director 

of Admission and Financial Assistance Catherine 
Washburn. We also said goodbye to English 
Department Chair Sean Tinsley as he prepared to 
go to law school. 

Many thanks to Reunion Chair Lauren Marsh  
Bush ’02 (pictured above) and her team who 
planned a full day of activities for our “back to the 
beach” themed event. Activities featured lawn 
games, class photos, a photo booth, silent auction, 
Del’s Lemonade, and fun activities for all. We had 

the Land of Fires Nature Trail self-guided tours, 
the Rocky Hill Alumni Association Annual Meeting, 
alumni tours, and a milestone champagne stroll. 
A bonus was the opportunity for alumni to have a 
discussion with Director of Innovation Meg Stowe 
about how RHS is building innovation into the 
curriculum through real-world experiences and 
partnerships. The reunion dinner, brought to us 
by our very own Chef Jay of Flik, featured New 
England favorites including clam chowder, clam 
cakes, a raw bar, and Allies Donut Cake for dessert.

Our annual Alumni Scholarship Fund Silent Auction 
was a big success. The auction included a Google 

2018 Alumni Reunion
Liz Isdale, Director of Alumni Relations and The Rocky Hill Fund

Els Shine, Erin Clement ‘84, Coleen  
Clement Smith ‘88, Joe Pedorella ‘84, and 
Alan Shine

Home Mini, Red Sox tickets, wine collection, gift 
certificates, one-of-a-kind pottery, golf packages, 
gift baskets, jewelry, and more. Many thanks 
to the alumni and friends who answered the 
call for auction items for this event. The auction 
raised more than $1,000 to benefit the Alumni 
Scholarship Fund. Great job!

On June 8, 2019 we will celebrate all classes with 
a special tribute to the milestone years ending in 
4’s and 9’s. Please save the date.

Would you like to be on the 2019 Reunion 
planning committee? Please get in touch 
with Reunion Chair Keith Ranaldi ’99 by 
contacting the Alumni Office at  
alumni@rockyhill.org.
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There is much nostalgia that is associated 
with schools. Whether you reflect on your 
own journey or that of your child, school years 
are some of the dearest and most impactful 
times in our lives. For this reason, many 
parents, grandparents, and alumni choose 
to remember their school with a planned 
gift. Planned gifts take many forms and offer 
donors a way to leave a legacy and meaningful 
gift to a favorite charity while often realizing 
tax advantages.

In 2002, we established The Rocky Hill 
Foundation, a group of donors who named the 
School as a beneficiary in a will, trust, or life 
insurance policy, for example. As I reviewed 
documents from these earlier planning 
years, I came across a testimonial from Jean 
Makepeace Jeffrey ’44 who, in retirement, was 
updating her financial plan and decided to 
revisit Rocky Hill which was high on her list of 
potential beneficiaries. She shared memories 
about her years with Headmaster Nathan Hale, 
but it was her reflection about her visit that 
struck me as so relevant today. “So much of 
the core and spirit of the place that I hold dear 
remain steadfast. Every student from Pre-K to 
Grade 12 learns in small classes, encouraged, 
and indeed expected, to participate fully in 

his or her own education. They build their 
confidence and competencies by ‘doing,’ just 
as I had been encouraged to do all those years 
ago.” How profound that statement remains 
as we live into our Student Competencies and 
evolve our educational model based on the 
foundation that active and engaged students 
have deeper learning experiences.

This year, we are excited to reinvigorate our 
planned giving program. Plans are underway 
to launch a new webpage that offers a more 
robust planned giving platform and we aim to 
bring educational seminars to our community 
in the near future. We will celebrate those who 
have considered Rocky Hill in their lifetime 
giving and invite others to do the same. If you 
would like to learn more about planned giving 
opportunities, please reach out to me directly 
and be on the look-out for updates from the 
Development Office. 

ADVANCEMENT

So much of the core and spirit of  
the place that I hold dear remain 
steadfast. Every student from Pre-K 
to 12th grade learns in small classes, 
encouraged, and indeed expected, 
to participate fully in his or her own 
education. They build their confidence 
and competencies by “doing,” just  
as I had been encouraged to do all 
those years ago.

Jean Makepeace Jeffrey ’44

The Gift of a Lifetime
By Beth DeGerlia, Assistant Head of School

BEQUEST IN YOUR WILL  
Name RHS as a beneficiary in your will. Often people 
choose to leave a percentage of their estate to a 
charity as a way to accommodate for changes in 
assets over their lifetime while others decide upon a 
fixed amount or specific asset.

LIFE INSURANCE POLICY  
Designate an existing policy or create a new one with 
RHS as the beneficiary. You could realize some tax 
advantages by moving a policy out of your taxable 
estate and the premiums you pay each year are tax 
deductible.

IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER  
Gift your required minimum distribution (RMD) or 
your remaining plan assets to a charity. It is wise to 
donate these highly-taxed assets to charities and 
designate less-taxed assets to family. The benefit 
of donating from an IRA is that non-profits are tax 
exempt and your estate will receive a charitable 
contribution deduction against any estate taxes. In 
addition, if you are 70.5 or older and have an RMD, 
you can make donations from your IRA rather than 
gifting cash as the amount will not be added to your 
taxable income and counts toward your RMD.

GIFTS OF STOCK  
Donate appreciated stock. If you have long-term 
appreciated stock it can be a good strategy to donate 
shares and avoid paying tax on the capital gains.

CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUST  
Make an irrevocable gift of cash, securities, or other 
assets into a trust and receive income from the trust 
during your lifetime. Charitable remainder trusts 
distribute either a fixed dollar amount of income 
(charitable remainder annuity trust) or a percentage 
of the trust’s assets (charitable remainder unitrust) 
to the donor and/or other beneficiaries for life or a 
term of years. The charitable organization receives the 
remainder of the trust assets upon the death of the 
final income beneficiary.

These are just some of the planned giving options 
that you can explore. All donors are advised to consult 
a professional estate planner or tax expert when 
completing their estate plans.

Questions: contact Beth DeGerlia, Assistant Head of 
School at bdegerlia@rockyhill.org or 401-884-9070 
ext. 129.

PLANNED GIVING BASICS

In each Bulletin we connect a theme from the year that is reflected in our news articles, annual appeal, and general 
messaging. This year we selected Empowering the Future. We have made important shifts over time to empower our 
students through innovative and hands-on learning experiences. This has been accomplished through hard work and 
vision, but a critical component to that success is the generosity of our community in supporting these initiatives. We 
thank the many alumni, parents, and friends of the School who have come forward to support a new generation of 
students, just as those before made access and excellence possible in previous years. 

Thanks to generous donors like you, we are closing in on our 2018-2019 fundraising goals. Please consider a gift to the 
Rocky Hill Fund, as we have $135,000 of our $400,000 goal left to raise. Our Orient Express Gala on May 18th is another 
important fundraiser we hope you will consider. We aim to raise $110,000, and the more people who join us, the bigger 
and better the night will be. It is our hope that Rocky Hill School will always be a place you feel proud to be a part of and 
are excited to support. Learn more at www.rockyhill.org/donate. 

Below is a summary of giving for 2017-18. In 2017-18, a total of 672 donors contributed more than $588,000 to the 
school in the form of cash contributions, ticket sales, and gifts-in-kind to the Rocky Hill Fund, Fall Classic, Alumni 
Scholarship, Senior Class Gift, and various special projects. From this we netted $504,311 for the School. This was 
approximately a $35,000 increase over the prior year. Thank you!

SUMMARY OF GIVING 2017-18
Percentages are based on cash, event, and in-kind contributions

CORP/FDN, 21%

FRIENDS, 24%

FACULTY, 9%

PARENTS, 20%

ALUMNI, 20%

TRUSTEES, 2%GRANDPARENTS, 4%
ANNUAL FUND, 

$335,804

SPECIAL PROJECT, 
$55,579OTHER, 

$47,074

FALL CLASSIC, 
$65,854

CASH GIFTS 2017-18: $504,311 PERCENT OF DONORS BY CATEGORY PERCENT OF $ RAISED BY CATEGORY

PARENTS, 34%

FACULTY, 3%CORP/FDN, 21%

FRIENDS, 19%

GRANDPARENTS, 3% TRUSTEES, 13%
ALUMNI, 8%
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REUNION 2019
Register at www.rockyhill.org/reunion  
#ThenNowAlwaysRHS

530 Ives Road
East Greenwich, RI 02818
www.rockyhill.org

Rocky Hill School 
Small School | Big Opportunities

2019 EVENTS 
 
Orient Express Gala 
Atlantic Resort Newport 
Saturday, May 18
Reunion 2019 
Saturday, June 8 
Commencement 
Friday, June 14
Mindfulness Conference 
Friday, June 21
21st Annual Fall Classic 
Potowomut Golf Club 
Monday, September 23
Homecoming  
Saturday, September 28 
Hackathon  
Friday & Saturday, 
November 15-16

Live Music  |  Open Mic  |  Food Trucks  |  cocktails  |  Lawn Games
for alumni, faculty, and friends!

Saturday

June 8

Rocky hill school  |  2:00 - 8:00 p.m.  |  fun for all ages

Rockin’ 
   Reunion 


